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PRE-SPRING NEWSLETTER

Warringal Conservation
Society is a local community
organisation caring for the
environment in Banyule.

Formed in 1970, the Society
is an active and productive
steward of Banyule’s
environmental heritage.

Keep up to date on WCS
activities by visiting our
FaceBook page or website
www.warringal.org.au

Join us!

WCS has a lot to offer: plantings,
activities and monthly meetings
with guest speakers from a
wide range of disciplines and
interests. There is membership
information in this newsletter
or go to the web page.

We acknowledge the
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung as
the Traditional Custodians of
the land on which we gather,
and pay our respect to Elders
past, present and emerging.
We recognise their continued
connection to the land and
waters of this beautiful place,
and acknowledge that
sovereignty was never ceded.

Articles and photographs for the
newsletter are welcome. Note we
may edit for space or legal
reasons. Opinions expressed in
guest material are not necessarily
those of the Society.

Newsletter printed courtesy
of Kate Thwaites MP, Member
for Jagajaja.
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SEPTEMBER MEETING

Sarah Gaskill: Billabongs need our help.

Billabongs are important culturally, ecologically and from a
liveability perspective. They don’t get the water they need to be
healthy. Melbourne Water has been working with many partners
to investigate the lower Birrarung billabongs and look to long term
solutions. A chance for an update on where the program is.

Sarah Gaskill is Service Lead for Water Resources and Compliance
at Melbourne Water and has been working on wetlands for 30
years in UK and Australia. More recent connection on Country to
the beautiful Birrarung Billabongs, and is proud to walk on country
with many who are helping heal Wurundjeri Country together.

OCTOBER MEETING

Alan Noy: The man behind the Alan Noy Wetland

The June planting was held at the Alan Noy Wetland and many of
us wondered ‘who is Alan Noy’ and what had he done to have a
wetland named after him? We are delighted to report that Alan
is coming to talk about his time at the Heidelberg City Council, his
involvement in the development of the Banyule Swamp and
surrounds, possibly his pioneering career in indigenous
revegetation, or reconstructing wetlands. A great opportunity to
hear some recent history of Banyule Flats.

Meetings are the first Thursday of the month from 7.30pm

Please note that monthly meetings are face-to-face at the
Old Shire Offices, 60 Beverley Road.

Enter from Buckingham Drive near the Banyule Theatre.
All Welcome

AT A GLANCE

SEPTEMBER

Thursday 5: General Meeting from 7.30pm
Sunday 15: Working/weeding Bee: details TBC
OCTOBER

Thursday 3: General Meeting from 7.30pm
Sunday 27: Working/weeding Bee: details TBC

Wood ducks enjoying a swim on the river.



NOTICE OF AGM — OCTOBER MEETING

The 2024 Annual General Meeting will take place at the October meeting.
Short and sweet from 7.30pm!

BE PART OF THE ACTION! There have been great projects happening over the last year. The Powerful Owl
audio monitoring project revealed some interesting findings, and we received funding for a nest box
camera to increase our monitoring activities. Both of these activities will be expanding over the coming
year and if you're interested in being involved, contact James. We also received funding for the
development of a new web page and content management training to keep it up to date. This is a great
opportunity for anyone wanting to learn and/or increase their WordPress skills and help WCS keep a

strong public profile. Contact Heather if interested.

All committee positions also become available and we are looking for enthusiastic people to nominate for
committee positions. It is rewarding and satisfying and only a few hours a week will continue the role the
Society has played, and is playing, in the protection of the Banyule environment.

To nominate or for more information, send an email to warringal3084@gmail.com outlining what
projects or committee positions interests you.

Gianna Romano
1 January 1969 - July 2024

It is with great sadness
we acknowledge the
passing of our
wonderful friend and
fellow conservationist
Gianna. She played a
big role, in both the
ongoing life and
viability of the Society,
and the enjoyment and
friendship that we all
gained from getting to
know her.

Photo: H Smith

Gianna was always forthright and honest, saying
what she thought without fear or favour. It was
always a pleasure at the monthly plantings to work
alongside her, catching up over the plants, or the
weeds or the morning teas.

Loving. Generous. Outspoken. One of a kind.
Gianna will have a special place in the Society, and
our hearts always. Our sincerest condolences to
James, William and Robert.

IN LOVING MEMORY WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

The Society is happy to warmly welcome a lovely
group of new members and their families:

Judith Venables
Jen Willis

Anh Trong Huynh
Rob Dabal

Candy Edwards.

We look forward to meeting you all in person at a
general meeting or working bee soon. There are lots
of interesting projects members, both young and old,
can be involved in that will help both the Society and
our parklands flourish.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE DUE

Your membership fee plays an important part
in aiding WCS'’s work protecting our local
natural environment and our biodiversity.

The Society started with people like you 54 years
ago and we would not be enjoying our
wonderful Banyule Flats and state significant
wetland now if they hadn’t.

Renewing is easy — go online on the website or
use the coupon in this newsletter.

THE WCS TEAM AND HOW TO CONTACT US

Warringal Conservation Society Inc

PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084

Email: warringal3084@gmail.com

Website: www.warringal.org.au

FB: www.facebook.com/WarringalConservationSociety

President: James Deane

Secretary: Heather Smith

Treasurer: Vacant (Kindly supported by Daphne Hards)

Committee: Anthea Fleming, Daphne Hards,
Rob Granter, Michelle Giovas, Doug McNaughton,
George Paras, Helen Boak.

Planting Coordinator: Rob Granter
Newsletter: Heather Smith
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BIRRARUNG RIVERFEST PROGRAM: 1ST — 22ND SEPTEMBER

Check out these two local events that are part of
the Birrarung Riverfest program.

The Yarra Riverkeeper Association (YRKA) has programmed
more than 40 events along the river to promote awareness
and action in support of a healthy, protected and loved river.

Walk, Talk and Clean up: Bolin Bolin Billabong on
September 15th, 10am-12pm.

Hosted by the YRKA and Friends of Yarra Flats, join Wetland
ecologist Dr Joe Greet who will be leading the walk and talking
about the cultural and environmental value of the billabong
and the work he has undertaken with the NARAP Wurundjeri
rangers. Refreshments provided. You must register:

https://events.humanitix.com/bolin-bolin-billabong-community-care-event

Cultural walk at the Birrarung: Banyule Flats on Thursday, 5th September, 10:00am-1pm

An exciting chance to connect with culture and country at one of our amazing natural and cultural hotspots,
Banyule Flats Reserve and the Birrarung. You will be guided on a walk around Banyule Flats with Thane
Garvey-Gannaway, learning about traditional land management practices and the importance of
Wurundjeri culture. Afterwards, some delicious catering and the chance to reflect on an amazing event.

You must register:

www.banyule.vic.gov.au/Events-activities/Whats-on/Council-events/Cultural-walk-at-the-Birrarung

INVASIVE SPECIES ALSO COME IN ANT SIZE

Ants play a very important role in our natural environment.
They act as decomposers by feeding on organic waste, insects
or other dead animals, helping keep the environment clean.
However — all ants are not so helpful. The Invasive Species
Council is presently campaigning hard on trying to get decision-
makers to increase action and funding for eradication while
there’s still time.

Red Fire Ants are one of the world’s worst invasive species.
They are an economic and environmental pest, responsible for
killing people in the southern half of the United States where
they are a prolific. Red Fire Ants first turned up in Australia in
2001 in Brisbane. Their collective stings can kill people and
livestock. They severely impact sporting fields, farms, livestock
and natural habitats, wiping out entire native ecosystems,
turning bustling bushland silent.

The Yellow Crazy Ant is highly aggressive and on the worlds
100 worst invasive species list. After first arriving on Christmas
Island sometime before 1934, yellow crazy ants have since
been recorded in Queensland, the NT and NSW. They do not
bite, instead spraying formic acid to blind and kill their prey.
And although tiny, they can swarm in great numbers, killing
much larger animals like lizards, frogs, small mammals, turtle
hatchlings and bird chicks and reshaping entire ecosystems.

For more information on invasive species of all types in
Australia, go to https://invasives.org.au/
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GUEST SPEAKER REPORTS

JULY> Lexie Walter, Sustainability, Environmental and Governance Policy Manager, AMA.

At our July Meeting, members heard from Ms Lexie Walter, the Sustainability, Environmental and Governance
Policy Manager for AMA, the multi-national building consortium completing the northern section of the North
East Link Project. This project area covers:

the M80 Metropolitan Ring Road widening

the massive three tier Ring Rd M80/NEL/Greensborough bypass interchange

the NEL underpass at Grimshaw Street

10-12 lane toll road through Watsonia and Greensborough that starts as a trench near the tunnel entrance
then continues as elevated roadway crossing above the Hurstbridge rail line, and

the two "green bridges" at Elder St and Watsonia Road.

Lexie touched on Matted Flax Lilly and Studley
Park Gum preservation and management which New Ring Road

was translocation and collection of seeds

wetlands

I‘\.

©

Compliance Framework and Environmental

respectively. She also outlined the Environmental 00? o l,\,\a

Performance Requirements (EPRs) that the
Project build is supposed to achieve, 110 EPRs
related to 17 subject areas, like water, air, flora

T fando St

and fauna, community consultation etc and that

are subject to regular review by the ‘Independent Grimshay
environmental auditor’.

Other items covered: 9 o e

contractors carry out weekly monitoring of
wildlife in impacted reserves and do "pre- Nell St
clearing "surveys of habitat trees before

"relocating" impacted wildlife - ringtail Watsonia landscapedbridgos
possums, birds, geckos, orb spiders, blue Watsonia Station Q—O &?
tongue lizards and beehives. No detail was o0— Clog, k
provided on success rates. < @ ;

Y

Kangaroo Management Plans basically :

consists of Kangaroo Fencing along the M80 Yallampje o
Northern Boundary (inadequate given the
increase in Kangaroo deaths throughout
Banyule)

Some of the large and ancient trees of the many 10,000s of trees that have been removed have been
reused by Banyule City Council for reuse as playground equipment, pollards, mulch and saw dust.

Surface water pollution impacts of the project are monitored, monthly, at 10 sites along the Plenty River
and strategic stormwater inputs up and downstream of the project area for the in-situ parameters pH,
dissolved oxygen, conductivity and turbidity as well as sampling for nutrients, metals and hydrocarbons
analysis. WCS plans to request that this data be made available to the community.

Noise, Vibration and Dust remain significant impacts for people living close to the project, monitoring and
control measures are undertaken by the contractors. However, impacts from these sources still occurs on
an almost daily basis.

WCS members asked Lexie a number of questions that indicated their serious concerns re the projects
devastating environmental and wildlife impacts. The community's expectation is that NELP and its contractors
will reduce its environmental impacts for people and wildlife.

Members are reminded to continue to report ANY pollution incident to NELP via 1800 105 105 phone
number and/or to email community@northeastlink.vic.gov.au

Additionally, issues can be brought to NELPs attention via Michelle Giovas, who is a community representative
on the NEL - Community Liaison Group.

Michelle Giovas
President, Friends of Banyule
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GUEST SPEAKER REPORTS

AUGUST> Alida McKern: 3 Capes Hike and the delights of wildflower season

Our August guest speaker was Alida McKern, who spoke about the 3 Capes hike in Tasmania and the delights
of the Tasmanian Wild flower Season. Alida’s group started the walk from Port Arthur on the Tasman
Peninsula in November 2023, the timing of which was perfect to see an incredible flush of wild flowers.

Day one began with a boat cruise to see the coastal region
around the Port Arthur area, then they were dropped off at
Denman’s Cove to begin the 4-day, three night, 48Km walk.

The walk began with an important boot washing station to
prevent the spread of Phytophthora dieback fungus from
encroaching on the precious forest.

Then it’s a short walk to the Surveyor’s cabin the first
evening’s stopover point. Almost from the very start there
was a spectacular number of wildflowers in bloom.

Every evening the cabins were located in spectacular
positions and were carefully designed and constructed to be
sympathetic with the surrounding environment. Each camp
has a live-in ranger who welcomes you and organises the
appropriate cabin allocation for all the walkers in your
particular group.

All walkers were unexpectedly woken by the rangers at 2am
to view an amazing display of Aurora Australis.

Day 2: Surveyors to Munro cabins, 11Km.

Stunning views of Crescent Bay and Cape Raoul and incredible
wild flowers were a feature of the day.

Munro is one of the most spectacular locations for a
bushwalking hut in Australia, and for a special treat, each
person was allocated 9Lts of water to have a “bush” shower
which was a fantastic luxury to end a fabulous day.

Day 3: Monroe cabin to Cape Pillar and the spectacular “The
Blade”. This was a very special part of the walk with wide
coastal vistas and there was lots of the beautiful Cape Pillar
She-Oak that could be seen along the way. Once they were
down at the Cape Pillar region, they were treated to the
region’s spectacular sheer dolerite cliffs that plunge directly
into the sea.

Alida talked about the life of the lighthouse keepers that lived
on near-by Tasman Island who endured a very difficult trip to
get from the mainland up to the lighthouse. The walk then
continued to the final evening stop, “Retakunna” hut.

Day 4: “Retakunna” hut to Fortescue Bay over Mount
Fortescue and its beautiful rainforest, on to Cape Hauy. After
descending off Mount Fortescue, there is clifftop vistas over
the ocean as the path continues northwards to the finishing
point. Walkers have the option of either going out to %,
Cape Hauy or going straight onto Fortescue Bay. CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

Photos: A McKern
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GUEST SPEAKER REPORTS

Alida’s highlights:

e The incredibly varied terrain set amidst the awe
inspiring rugged Southern Ocean: it is never boring!

o The well-appointed eco-cabins; fantastic design,
comfy mattresses, will tick 100% on a sustainability
scorecard if gas cook tops replaced!

e Rainforest - stunning landscape; thought we might
see Gandalf sitting on the rainforest throne chair:
favourite species: Nothofagus cunninghamii,
commonly known as Myrtle Beech or Tasmanian
Myrtle.

e Artistic seats and interpretation story elements add
yet another layer of interest
to the walk. There is something for everyone:
biodiversity, history (association with Port
Arthur penal colony)

Photo: A McKern

Page 5: Photos top to bottom: Trigger plant flowers;
Soft or Tasmanian Tree Fern (Dicksonia antartica);
clifftop vistas. The board walk and large Telopea.
e Masses of pure indigenous spring colour -

lovely to be doing a hike not inundated by weed growth

e Best plant overall: the mighty Tasmanian Waratah, in full bloom in early November and simply gorgeous.
e Sharing the hike with like-minded nature lovers!

Rob Granter

Deer are far too numerous in Victoria. Until now
they have enjoyed the status of Game Animals, with
a closed season and the need for a licence to hunt
them. The Game Shooters claim that this should
continue, claiming that they do little or no damage.
Farmers and environmentalists know that this is
very far from true. Large numbers were turned loose
when deer-farming turned out to be unprofitable.
They eat almost anything except Eucalyptus, and
ringbark trees by rubbing their antlers; they also
damage wetlands by wallowing and trampling. We
are glad to see that the Victorian Government plans
to reduce their status to that of Introduced Pest.
Several WCS members have seen them in Yarra
Flats and Bulleen Park. Plenty Gorge is full of them.

Most of my deer sightings have been from a car,
dim forms in the twilight, so, photographically, |
was lucky. It seems to have two bumps above the
eyes, the bases for the antlers which will grow over
summer, so | believe it's a stag. The rounded ears
show it's a Sambur — Red Deer have long pointed

On August 17th | met a Sambur at Sugarloaf
Reservoir — | was walking solo inside the Deer
Exclusion fence when a large brown animal moved
on the track a couple of hundred yards ahead.

| stood still. Fortunately, there was no wind and
presently it reappeared — | was able to take two
photos while it wondered what | was. It soon moved
off into the bush. Anthea Fleming

ears.

Please consider getting your newsletter by email. It saves paper, handling and postage costs.
Email warringal3084@gmail.com to let us know and we will update the mailing list.
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NATURE NOTES

JULY 2024

John D’Aloia: had seen King Parrots, a flock of 10-15
Sulphur-crested Cockatoos

Michelle Giovas: sighted and heard Currawongs

Daphne Hards: Has witnessed the return of Magpie Larks in
her garden and also a Masked Lapwing

Jane Crone: reported Gang Gangs, Australian Wood Ducks
sitting high up in Eucalypts, Spinebills in Salvia, a pair of
Galahs. And Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos.

Heather Smith: Parkland sightings included flocks of
Australian White lbis, groups of 3-4 Kookaburras, low flying
and feeding groups of about 16 Yellow-tailed Black
Cockatoos in Pine Trees in Heidelberg Park. Thornbills and
Eastern Spinebills back in the garden Correas. Large flocks of
Wood Ducks foraging on Marching Girl Flats.

Photo: J Deane -

Anthea Fleming: Had seen King Parrots and 36 Yellow-tailed
Black Cockatoos. A Magpie in her garden trying to steal the
string holding up the geraniums. Also seen —a White-faced Heron and Australia White Ibis at Jells Park.

Alicia Curry: Eastern Spinebills and Wattle birds in her garden. Last month’s report of Alicia seeing Crimson
Roselles was misreported — they were actually Eastern Rosellas.

Heather Smith

AUGUST 2024

Anthea Fleming was delighted to have Yellow-tailed Black
Cockatoos visit her neighbours Manchurian Pear trees.

George Paras reported seeing Gang Gang cockatoos in Macleod.

Daphne Hards went searching for weeds at Banyule Flats and
spotted four Crimson Rosella, Galahs, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, a
Grey Butcherbird and the very usual magpies. And alas several
rabbits along the rim of Banyule Billabong.

James Deane reported two Black Swans checking out Banyule
Swamp.

Jane Crone had seen two Wood Duck on the road, the Eyrie, near
her home. (WCS had an email requesting help to rescue ducks seen
in Eaglemont Village!) Jane had Eastern Spinebills in her garden.

Celia Smith saw a Tawny Frogmouth in Eaglemont.

Liz Evans has been watching a Tawny Frogmouth family for many
years and is delighted they are back in River Gum Walk for the
coming spring. They utilise three different trees, one for hanging
out, one for nesting and one for roosting.

Daphne Hards

**An exciting sighting (and photo) by Daphne recently at the
Western Treatment Plant — an Australasian Bittern. They live in
freshwater wetlands in dense beds of reeds and rushes, where
their secretive nature makes them difficult to see.
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Your ongoing membership enables the Society to actively undertake projects that contribute to advocating
for wildlife and the natural environment, to provide information to members and the community ranging
from local to global environmental issues.

WCS MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL JULY 2024 - 2025

Name:

There are three ways to renew:
Address: 1. Renew online at:
www.warringal.org.au/about-us/membership

2. Pay by direct debit:

Email: Acc name: Warringal Conservation Society
BSB: 633 108 Acc no: 143918613
Telephone: Mobile: (Be sure to identify yourself as the depositor.)

3. By mail: Fill in this form and mail with
your cheque or money order to:
PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084 Victoria.

Any queries email: warringal3084@gmail.com

Special areas of interest: This helps us when arranging speakers and events.

Subscription types:

] Single $20 (] Concession $15 (seniors/students etc) [7] 1 would like to receive my newsletter by email.
(] Family $25 (] Life subscription $200 [] Yes-put me on the Plantings notification list.

I Give g F*ck
About the Frecklaq Ducy

Exd Duck Shooting
In Victoria

Photo: Rob Geraghty. Flickr

Left: Australian Wood Duck family — numbers are building again around the Banyule Flats. Right: Wearing his opinion
on his chest —an attendee at a recent Duck Shooting protest.

If not delivered return to: PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084
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