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MARCH 

Sunday 3: Clean Up Australia Day – see page 2 for more detail. 

Thursday 7: General Meeting from 7.30pm 

APRIL 

Thursday 4: General Meeting from 7.30pm 

Saturday 28: Planting in the back paddocks. 10-12noon.  

JIM SHUGG: Defending Trees 

Jim is an arboriculturalist with Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. 

Motivated by a love of trees, he often gives advice to those trying 

to protect them. Jim will discuss some contentious trees and will 

outline the evidence-based approach he applies in their defence. 

 

ADRIAN MARSHALL: Grassy Plains Network 

Adrian campaigns for the protection of our critically endangered 

grasslands, with an emphasis on the Western Grassland Reserve 

and grasslands being impacted by Melbourne’s urbanisation. He 
strongly believes in the need to reimagine cities to support urban 

ecosystems for resilience and sustainability.  

Adrian has a Masters in landscape architecture and a PhD in urban 

ecology. His position as Grassy Plains Network facilitator is hosted 

by Victorian National Parks Association on behalf of the Grassy 

Plains Network and the Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association. 

Meetings are the first Thursday of the month from 7.30pm 

Please note that monthly meetings are face-to-face at the 
Old Shire Offices, 60 Beverley Road. 

Enter from Buckingham Drive near the Banyule Theatre 

All Welcome 

MARCH MEETING 

 

APRIL MEETING 

 

AT A GLANCE 

 

   L A T E  S U M M E R  N E W S L E T T E R                        V o l u m e  5 5 / 2        M A R C H / A P R I L  

2 0 2 4  

The extremely invasive Spear or Scotch Thistle (Cirsium vulgare) are 
presently releasing thousands of seeds in Banyule swamp, along the Yarra 
River and billabongs, a high proportion of which will germinate next year.  
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It is deeply disappointing that the Victorian Government has 

allowed recreational native bird hunting to continue in the 

state in 2024. The decision ignores recommendations from the 

Select Committee on Victoria’s Recreational Native Bird 
Hunting Arrangements to ban the practice in the state 

following a record number of more than 10,500 submissions. 

Instead, the Government announced the 2024 duck season 

will run from Wednesday, April 10 to Wednesday, June 5. 

The Birdlife Australia Eastern Australian Waterbird Survey 

shows waterbird populations have declined as much as 90% 

over the last forty years in eastern Australia. Despite this, over 

the last ten years an average of 320,000 ducks were shot and killed each hunting season in Victoria alone.  

Decades of waterbird monitoring in Australia reveals an ongoing and significant population decline in most 

waterbird species – including five of Victoria’s eight game duck species. See media comments on back page. 

Source: Birdlife Australia 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NO END IN SIGHT FOR DUCK HUNTING IN VICTORIA 

BANYULE ECO FESTIVAL 

THE WCS TEAM AND HOW TO CONTACT US  

  Warringal Conservation Society Inc 
PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084 
Email: warringal3084@gmail.com 
Website: www.warringal.org.au 
FB: www.facebook.com/WarringalConservationSociety 

President: James Deane 

Secretary: Heather Smith 

Treasurer: Vacant (Kindly supported by Daphne Hards) 

Committee: Anthea Fleming, Daphne Hards,  
Rob Granter, Michelle Giovas, Doug McNaughton, 
George Paras 

Planting Coordinator: Rob Granter 

Newsletter: Heather Smith  

Member Maureen Hurley has recommended Black 

Cockatoo Crisis - a documentary presently screening 

on SBS. The film, released late 2022, looks at the 3 

species of black cockatoos of Western Australia who 

are facing extinction. Wonderful footage underscores 

the shocking plight these birds are facing.  

SBS OnDemand link: 

www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/movie/black-cockatoo-

crisis/2295518787622 

More about the campaign: 

www.blackcockatoocrisis.com.au 

 

BLACK COCKATOO CRISIS 

Sunday 17 March 2024. 10am-4pm. 

At Petrie Park, Mountain View Rd, Montmorency. 

WCS will be sharing space with Friends of Banyule 

and we’d love you to come by and say hello. If you 

are interested in joining us for a shift, contact 

Michelle Giovas at warringal3084@gmail.com 

The festival is a pet friendly (on leads) and 

sustainability-focused event. There will be lots to 

see and do including come and try interactive 

activities and make your own workshops! It is free 

and family friendly. 

 

SUNDAY 3 MARCH  

Meeting Place: At the Banyule Cattle yard, at the 

bottom of Plymouth Street, Heidelberg, beside the 

Main Yarra Trail. More information: 

https://register.cleanup.org.au/fundraisers/warwic

kmccallum/warringal-parklands-banyule-flats 

Bring friends, family and neighbours! We look 

forward to seeing how much rubbish we can clean 

up from around our wonderful river!  

 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
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GEOFF BAKER> 29 MAY 1939 – 19 JANUARY 2024  

Geoff Baker life member and WCS Treasurer for over 20 years 

Geoff was born in Richmond; his father was a Methodist Minister. Geoff 
started towards a career in the church but moved over to accountancy at 
RMIT. He had wide interests; the arts, social justice and politics being just a few 
and stood strong on the issues he believed in. He was passionate on causes like 
inappropriate development, the environment and public transport – at one 
time starting an Urban Action group from the family’s home. 
Geoff served for some years as Chief Accountant and head of the Finance 
Department at La Trobe University, which is where George Paras met him. 
George recalled that Geoff was a good personal mentor, sharing advice and 
insight, when he was managing a small department. 

Geoff joined WCS and gave his time unstintingly as Treasurer for over 20 years. He had a real passion for local 
environmental politics. He attended every Council meeting and then reported back to every WCS General and 
Committee meeting, keeping us informed all manner of issues and policies. Apart from being on several 
Banyule council committees, Geoff served on Banyule Council as the Griffin Ward Councillor from 1997 to 

2000. Banyule Mayor Tom Melican has described him as a 
mentor who encouraged him to become a Councillor. Geoff 
was also Treasurer for the ACF Council (around 2000) and 
was Secretary of the Metropolitan Transport Forum. 

Geoff was an absolute gentleman, and one of the most 
diligent members of WCS and our Committee ... always 
ethical and wise with advice. 

(Note: this information was gathered from various sources and  

I hope it does not may contain unintentional errors.) 

Heather Smith 

 

 

 

CELIA BROWNE> 1934 – 2023  

Celia Browne would not be a name familiar to many in WCS. She was a member of 

the Bird Observers Club of Australia (BOCA), which morphed into Birdlife Australia, 

from about 1971 – 2023, and like myself she attended many birding camps that were 

organised In Victoria and beyond. From England, she married Dorey Browne, came to 

Australia and raised two boys. She had a lifelong love of dogs, owning many 

Labradors and she trained a dozen pups for Seeing Eye Dogs Australia. One of her 

sons had kidney disease requiring a transplant. Celia saw a need to support the 

transplant community and she organised the first commemorative service for the 

transplant community in St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, for families of donors and 
recipients. It has become an annual event. She thought outside the box and took 

ideas to fruition.  

In 1971 Celia attended a beginners birding course and instantly loved birdwatching. Living in Glen Waverley, 

she enjoyed birdwatching at Banyule Flats. BOCA celebrated its centenary in 2005 and Celia and WCS member 

and local environmentalist Reg Johnson OAM hatched the idea to plant trees along Banyule Creek, south of 

Banyule Swamp where its banks were then covered with grassy and herbaceous weeds. 594 trees and shrubs 

were bought in honour of family loved ones by WCS and BOCA members, and with Dorey’s help, Celia 

organised a day of planting and celebration on May 1st 2005. With meticulous records as was her way. Barely  

a tree or shrub was lost and the photos of then and now show the legacy that Celia left us. Celia, we and our 

wildlife salute you. (See photos next page) 

Here is a link for further information: http://www.birdlifemelbourne.org.au/birdingsites/banyule-birding.html 

Daphne Hards              

IN MEMORY 

Taken on 1 Dec 1991. Planting was badly affected by heatwave. The Swamp was very shallow so Ian Leith (then Vice President) had 

hired a small pump which was miles better at filling buckets. Pictured is Geoff at work filling buckets. It was the first day the bike path 

was open through the paddocks so there were many spectators. 
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FEBRUARY 2024 

Robert Deane saw a Tiger Snake up in a bush attacking a Fairy Wren  

(at Sandy Point). 

Irene Kearsley observed hundreds of Fruit Bats passing overhead (most 

likely flying from along the Yarra near Kew). 

Robert Bender reported a Tiger Snake at Horseshoe Billabong and 

mentioned numerous sightings from 2017 to 2024. He also reported 

Nankeen Night Heron, Spotted Pardalote and Bluetongue Lizard roadkill. 

Jen Chellew watched a juvenile Eastern Koel being fed by a wattlebird. 

Helen Boak has noticed a Bluetongue Lizard under her house. 

Don Stokes (while canoeing from Westerfolds park towards Sills Bend) 

watched as duck, struggling to take off, was pulled down under the water 

by a fish – probably a Murray Cod. 

Daphne Hards sighted three Little Wattlebirds in her back garden in 

Ivanhoe and an Eagle soaring above. 

Anita reported a Pair of Pink-eared Ducks with ducklings sighted on the Swamp. Parents swimming in circles  

to stir up mud for food items. 

Jane Crone noticed Fruit bats and Kookaburras in the Moreton Bay fig outside the Ivanhoe Library. 

  

Top left: Photo taken in February 2009 – 

Banyule Creek line indicated by plant 

guards.  

Left: January 2024 – strong growth blocks 

the view of houses from the Flats. Initial 

planting was mainly trees and large shrubs. 

Banyule Bush Crew and WCS have worked 

occasionally over the years to infill with 

smaller bushes, grasses and forbs – 

particularly toward the Northern end.  

Above: A view toward the north from the 

crossing shows the extent of growth and 

return of habitat along the banks of  

Banyule Creek. 

NATURE NOTES 

Is this a Red-Marked Pachodynerus,  

a species of stinging wasp?  
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FEBRUARY> Kylie and the Narrap Ranger Unit  

We were delighted to welcome Kylie who was a Senior Ranger with Banyule 

Council’s Bushland Management Unit for 12 years. During that time, she 

managed Banyule Flats, Warringal Parklands (also wrangling the monthly 

WCS planting bees) and Andrew Yandell Reserve (plus a couple more). While 

working at Banyule Flats, she worked with the Narrap Rangers once or twice 

a month for a couple of years, as they developed the Food and Fibre Garden, 

established the nest box inspection program, did numerous plantings and a 

few woody weed removals and burns together. Having developed a great 

working relationship with many of the rangers and learnt a little about 

Wurundjeri land management practices, she eventually decided to apply to join them to increase her knowledge 

of these practices.  

Her original position as fulltime Ranger Crew Leader now also includes OHS Officer and Project Officer. These 

tasks include inducting new staff, overseeing OHS policies Procedures, SWMS, SOPs and organising training, 

equipment inductions. Kylie is also developing Emergency Management Plans for their large projects such as the 

Lerderderg River and OHS Management plans for their sites with other stakeholders such as Hume City Council. 

The Narrap Rangers Unit is part of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation which 

provides a diverse variety of services including Cultural Heritage Management; land and waterway environmental 

conservation and restoration (Narrap Unit); Education and Tourism, and Community Engagement. Based at 

Healesville on what was the old Coranderrk Mission, the unit consists of 23 Rangers and 12 office support staff. 

Narrap means country or environment in the Woi-wurrung language. 

Kylie obviously loves her new position and her enthusiasm for what she is learning about cultural methods and 

beliefs was infectious.  

Doug McNaughton 

Narrap Ranger Unit: 

Established in 2012 by Uncle Dave Wandin to create meaningful employment and provide education to Aboriginal 
people – connecting them back to Country, healing themselves while healing Country. Program work initially 
focussed on maintaining Wurundjeri owned properties – Mt William (Wil-im-ee Moor-ring) in Lancefield, the 
Sunbury Rings and Nangenala in Healesville amongst others. However, their reputation soon spread and now they 
work across a lot of Melbourne Water, Council and other land areas. Two projects presently underway include: 

Macedon Regional Park: working alongside Melbourne Water to deliver a multi-year project with its key 
component being the utilisation of Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung fire practice to remove pine needle ground cover, 
and activate the native seedbank. Directly involved in the project design and planning from the outset, Elders 
have determined that reintroducing the right fire, at the right time, will be important to improve vegetation 
health in the project area. The data captured will provide a valuable insight into vegetation response. This will be 
particularly interesting as DELWP conducted a fuel reduction burn (in 2023), and new data captured will provide 
an opportunity to compare and understand the impacts and responses to different fire types. 

Nangenala: 46 hectares along the Barak Creek adjoining the Coranderrk Bushland Reserve area of Healesville 
Sanctuary. The Depot and Bushfood Botanicals Garden is located here, but there is still a lot of remnant bush 
containing rare and endangered flora on the property which is being protected and monitored. This is now one of 
Kylie’s projects and the recent discovery of Broad-toothed Rats on the property means she is once again 
managing threatened species. They’re a bit more difficult to find compared to Eltham Copper Butterfly larvae and 
butterflies as they live under Poas and create little tunnels through the grass to move between Poa patches. 

Links: 

Coranderrk Station (and information on general Aboriginal culture) go to the Deadly Story website – find the 
Aboriginal Country Map and click on the Wurundjeri link. https://deadlystory.com 

Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Country: Traditional Wurundjeri Country extends north to the Great Dividing Range, 
east to Mount Baw Baw, south to Mordialloc Creek, and west to the Werribee River. Encompassing a wide, 
geographically diverse region that includes both urban and rural areas, waterways, sea, parks, and reserves, it 
also incorporates much of metropolitan Melbourne, and its hinterlands. More info see: www.wurundjeri.com.au 

GUEST SPEAKER REPORT 

https://deadlystory.com/
http://www.wurundjeri.com.au/
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Your ongoing membership enables the Society to actively undertake projects that contribute to advocating 

for wildlife and the natural environment, to provide information to members and the community ranging 

from local to global environmental issues. 

 

W C S  M E M B E R S H I P  /  R E N E W A L  J U L Y  2 0 2 3  –  J U N E  2 0 2 4  

NO END IN SIGHT FOR DUCK HUNTING IN VICTORIA: 
Some media comments including one from WCS regional member, Kate Bossence. Great work Kate! 

 

Source: Regional Victorians Opposed to Duck Shooting 


