
 

 1 

    

JULY 

Thursday 4: General Meeting from 7.30pm 

Sunday 21: Working Bee – at the Native Gardens: details TBC 

AUGUST 

Thursday 1: General Meeting from 7.30pm 

Sunday 25: Working Bee – Warringal Swamp path details TBC 

 

Lexie Walter: Managing NELPs sustainability 
commitments  

Lexie is the Sustainability, Environment and Government Policy 

Manager for AMA, the multi-national building consortium 

completing the northern section of the NELP which includes 

widening the M80 Ring Road, the major 3 level interchange with 

NELP and Greensborough Bypass, Watsonia Station multilevel 

carpark, and the massive trench and surface roadworks along 

Greensborough Highway and green bridges at Watsonia. Lexie’s 
team manages NELP’s sustainability commitments for 

environmental, economic and people outcomes, including 

environmental compliance and land access and to maximise 

recycled content in design and procurement. 

ALIDA MCKERN: 3 Capes Hike and the delights of 

wildflower season 

The best time to hike the world-class 3 Capes Track in Tassie is in 

Spring—when the bush is ablaze with colour! I enjoyed hiking this 

trail in ideal conditions last year and invite you to join me in a 

visual presentation of the track in wildflower season. We will 

explore the Cape’s tapestry of landscapes from coastal heath to 
lush rainforest, set against the dramatic cliffs and headlands of the 

wild Southern Ocean. *Alida was ill in May so is now coming in August. 

Meetings are the first Thursday of the month from 7.30pm 

Please note that monthly meetings are face-to-face at the 
Old Shire Offices, 60 Beverley Road. 

Enter from Buckingham Drive near the Banyule Theatre.  
All Welcome 

JULY MEETING 

 

AUGUST MEETING 

 

AT A GLANCE 

 

   D E E P  W I N T E R  N E W S L E T T E R                  V o l u m e  5 5 / 4      J U L Y  / A U G U S T  2 0 2 4  

 

Delighted to see flocks of both these Straw Necked Ibis and Australian 
White Ibis returning to our ovals and parklands at Banyule Flats. 
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In June the Council asked for feedback on their draft Budget 2024-28. As resources permit, WCS occasionally 
gets involved when we hope it will help achieve more money to support projects that we believe are important, 
i.e. to protect and build on our existing natural environment and biodiversity. WCS is not alone on this, 
according to the stats in the Council’s own Banyule Futures, over all the seven precincts about 70% of residents 
put the natural environment among their top three liveability priorities. However, from what we could gather 
from the 200-page document, this budget’s allocation only allows conservation and sustainable environmental 
initiatives to mark time, whereas there is serious need to increase expenditure to prevent deterioration. And 
climate change looms large. Another worrying issue is that although the Banyule Weed Management Strategy 
was adopted by Council in June 2022, it has still not had any discernible budget assigned to its implementation 
across all council departments and external partners. It is worth having a look at the Banyule Futures material. 
The seven maps link to stats and information about your own precinct. And include the future activities and 
projects planned for it. https://shaping.banyule.vic.gov.au/BanyuleFutures 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE COMMITTEE 

CAMPAIGNS 

THE WCS TEAM AND HOW TO CONTACT US  

  Warringal Conservation Society Inc 
PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084 
Email: warringal3084@gmail.com 
Website: www.warringal.org.au 
FB: www.facebook.com/WarringalConservationSociety 

President: James Deane 

Secretary: Heather Smith 

Treasurer: Vacant (Kindly supported by Daphne Hards) 

Committee: Anthea Fleming, Daphne Hards,  
Rob Granter, Michelle Giovas, Doug McNaughton, 
George Paras 

Planting Coordinator: Rob Granter 

Newsletter: Heather Smith  

We are delighted to announce that we have received 

much needed funding to revamp the WCS website, to 

train budding website content managers and purchase 

a nest box camera. 

Daphne applied to Bendigo Bank’s Community Funding 
for $3,450.00 for the Website upgrade ($2750.00) and 

the Nest box inspection Camera ($700.00). This has 

been accepted and money received. Heather put an 

application to Banyule Council’s Green Training Fund 
and we have been approved for $1440 for website 

content management training and resources.  

Our sincere thanks to Bendigo Bank and to the 

Banyule City Council for their generosity and support. 

GRANTS SUCCESS! 

Two important campaigns that need your help 

and they both involve contacting the Hon. Steve 

Dimopoulos, Minister for the Environment. Email: 

steve.dimopoulos@parliament.vic.gov.au, call: 

9568 2456 or mail: Level 6, 8 Nicholson St, East 

Melbourne 3002. 

SAVE THE STRZLECKI KOALAS FROM EXTINCTION 

This are the only genetically robust koala 

population remaining in Victoria – fewer that 2500 

remain and under threat from logging and other 

things. Friends of the Earth are proposing a new 

18,000h Koala reserve in Mullungdung State 

Forest. See: www.melbournefoe.org.au/koalas 

 

 

 

 

ASK STEVE! 

VNPA, Victorian Forest Alliance, Great Forest 

National Park campaign, Warburton Environment 

Group, Nillumbik Friends of the Great Forest and 

other environmental and forest action groups have 

combined in the campaign to ask Steve to make 

forest protection his legacy. More information: 

www.facebook.com/VicForestAlliance 
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DIVING INTO BOTANY 

PROTECTING LOCAL WILDLIFE 

Several WCS members recently attended an Upskilling Workshop organised by Banyule Council’s Gemma 
Watson, Sustainability Education Officer. This workshop was Plant Identification. We attended three 

evening lectures and practicals conducted by native plant wizz, Michael Cincotta, at Nangak Tamboree, 

Latrobe University, with a day outing at the Sanctuary to be anticipated in the spring. We learnt about plant 

identification by means of biology and physiology, ID of grasses, trees and the assembly of plant communities, 

all towards our potential use of plant identification keys.   

I spent forty-two years looking down microscopes so after a long break it was fun to dissect a daisy flower 

and identify all the essential parts and draw them. What makes each flower different, how does pollen 

reach the seed? I am lucky to have been given an old dissecting microscope and have launched into 

scrutinizing one flower or seedpod each day. We are blessed in Australia with flowering occurring year-

round. Pincushion Hakea (Hakea laurina), Rosemary grevillea (Grevillea rosmarinifolia) and Fern-leaf hop 

bush (Dodonaea boroniifolia) from my garden made good specimens. 

As a bird enthusiast I know that you don’t have to travel far for excitement, e.g., Yellow-tailed Black 

Cockatoos over Coles carpark! So where locally can one see remnant bushland where native plant 

communities are surviving well? Reg and Kath Johnson took me to Boomers Reserve, Panton Hill, where 

orchids are spectacular in spring. In Eltham I visited the Pauline Toner Nature Conservation Reserve, which 

is rich in Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria spinosa), essential for the lifecycle of the Eltham Copper Butterfly.  

This last weekend I visited Epping Cemetery. As a birdwatcher I learnt that cemeteries often have good bird 

friendly habitat, which may include remnant vegetation. The 10-acre site, used as a cemetery since 1858, is 

Grassland and Grassy Woodland. It is situated on the vast volcanic plain and the basalt rock proved very 

difficult to dig graves. Luckily for us, grave digging was abandoned in the 1960s; significant areas are 

dominated by Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra), and the information board relates that it ‘contains one 
of the greatest densities of the nationally endangered Matted Flax-Lily (Dianella amoena) in Australia’. Roll 
on spring for another visit, but look, don’t touch.  

So as the saying goes, one thing leads to another.                                       Daphne Hards  

 P
h

o
to

: 
F

ri
e

n
d

s 
o

f 
E

p
p

in
g

 C
e
m

e
te

ry
 F

a
ce

b
o

o
k
 p

a
g

e
 

You are critical to all WCS does to protect our local 

natural environment and our biodiversity. WCS started 

with people like you 54 years ago and we would not be 

enjoying our wonderful Banyule Flats and state 

significant wetland now if they had not. Let’s keep up 
the great work Renewing is easy – go online on the 

website or use the coupon in this newsletter. 

2024- 202 5 ME MBE RS H I P  RENEWA L S  ARE D U E  
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The Orange Ping Pong Bats fungus or Favolaschia 

claudopus is an invasive 'weedy' wood decomposing 

fungus that has been spreading rapidly in Australia since 

the 1990's. It is a threat to the diversity of indigenous 

fungi as it has a broad range of substrate from twigs up 

to large logs and out competes native wood rotting fungi 

that help in nutrient cycling. It is able to live in the 

canopy of wetter forests so airborne spores can spread 

widely and away from paths. It has spread across much 

of southeast QLD, southwest WA, and eastern Victoria. 

There are isolated patches in NSW and northern 

Tasmania. Importantly there are National Parks and 

areas it hasn’t reached yet. There have been no reported 

sightings in the Wombat Forest or the Grampians. 

Hygiene to prevent spread into new conservation areas  

is extremely important. 

Always make sure to use proper field hygiene: 

-  Always wear clean clothes and shoes when walking  

in the bush 

- Remember to clean your hats, bags and coats as        

well as other clothing 

- Regularly clean equipment such as cameras, tripods, 

and any tools used in the field 

- Cars and machinery can also carry spores 

- Scrub all soil from your shoes and dip or spray them 

with, 70% methylated spirits or anti-fungal agent 

- Bring methylated spirits with you to disinfect your 

shoes in between sites 

- Remember the spores are not just on the ground but 

can be airborne 
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Robert Bender reported (in absentia) in June that he had been over between Warringal Swamp and the 

Beverley Road wetland and was horrified at the number of weeds burgeoning out of control. He identified 

Tree Tobacco (left), toxic Hemlock (middle), Blackberry, Bridal Veil Creeper and Moth Vine, both pod-laden 

adults and 1000s of seedlings (right). He spoke to the Bushland team and in June some weeding by 

contractors has been done. This is an ongoing issue and has prompted the return of the WCS Weeding 

Warriors. (See page 6)   

INVASIVE WEEDS COME IN ALL SIZES 



 Deep Winter 2024 / 

  

5 

 

 
 

JUNE> Transport Decarbonisation: electric vehicles in Australia. Liz Chase and Dr Tim Davis 

Liz and Tim* (who was unfortunately ill and couldn’t present) came to give us an overview of the present state 
of play of electric vehicles in Australia and discuss the compelling climate, health, financial and other factors 

that make this an important issue. Liz spoke in detail about transport carbon emissions, the lifecycle emissions 

of passenger vehicles, and electric vehicles policy in Australia. Liz is a science trained professional in the area of 

Public Health and had some pretty horrifying stats on the health impacts of both internal combustion engines 

(ICE) and air pollution. The main points of the presentation were: 

Transport carbon emissions – the stats include (but limited to): 

• In 2022, 19% of Australia’s emissions came from transport, and 60% of these came from light commercial 

and passenger vehicles (DCCEEW website) 

• Transport emissions as a percentage of the total have risen in Australia every year since 1990, except 2020. 

• Without intervention in the market, they are predicted to become the largest source of emissions  

• 85% of countries have some kind of Fuel Efficiency Standard. Australia and Russia currently don’t. 
• Fuel efficiency standards aim to cap the average carbon emissions a car manufacturer can emit over their 

entire fleet annually. The cap gradually decreases over time and all new car sales will be zero carbon 

emissions by 2035. 

• Currently Australia has some of the least fuel-efficient cars (dumped here from other more regulated 

countries) which produce more pollution and are comparatively more costly to run. 

• Australia has some of the dirtiest fuel in the world. Impurity levels and sulphur levels are particularly high 

and lead to engine corrosion issues. 

Transition to EVs  

Transition away from ICE to EVs looks like the answer but that’s not the whole story.  

EVs are great for: But not so great: the factors EVs will not change 

• Reduction in emissions in transport sector 

• Reduced air pollution 

• National fuel security /OS conflict 

• Cost savings to motorists through –maintenance 

savings and eradication of petrol fuel reliance  

• Traffic congestion unchanged 

• No increase to health enhancing physical activity 

• No decrease in non-tailpipe emissions, (brake 

wear, tires, road dust etc.) which contribute 

about 20% of carbon emissions from ICE vehicles 

 

What we should know about cars, air pollution and our health 

Ten times as many people are killed by vehicular related air pollution in Australia every year than the road toll. 

Liz broke down fuel into its many elements and particulates. For just one example, the health impacts of Fine 

particulate matter (PM2.5) include but are not limited to: 

• Stroke (CVA) 

• Type 1 and 2 Diabetes 

• Respiratory disease mortality and morbidity 

• Lung Cancer 

• Cardio-vascular disease mortality and morbidity 

• Heart attack and congestive heart failure 

It was a very informative presentation with lots of graphs and was very well referenced. 

Heather Smith 

Update: After delaying their 2022 election promise to establish a new vehicle efficiency standard, the the 

federal government has finally buckled under the massive pressure to proceed. On 15 May 2024, they struck  

a deal with the Greens to pass its climate laws for the industry. The bill to establish the New Vehicle Efficiency 

Standard passed the Senate without amendment and will now become law. The fuel efficiency laws will set an 

average emissions limit on the vehicles that car makers sell each year, with penalties if their cars on average 

exceed carbon emissions limits. That emissions ceiling would be lowered each year, requiring car makers to 

progressively sell more fuel-efficient and lower-emission vehicles to avoid a penalty. 

 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER REPORT 
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BCC Public Order Review: Dogs and Cats in Public Places 

 

There has been a massive influx of serious weeds 

around the Flats and the Warringal Swamp – 

Thistle, Bridal Creeper and Moth Vine to name the 

worst. For a few years Moth Vine has been 

spreading around the back paddocks, billabongs 

and along the windmill track. This is not surprising 

when you visit Banksia Park across the Yarra River. 

Over the understory and up into the whole height 

of large eucalypts, the area is are choked with 

Moth Vine. Replies to letters written to ParksVic 

have cited ‘NO BUDGET’ for such weed removal. 

So, in mid-June a small group met to start clearing 

the Warringal Swamp. If any members spot an 

infestation, please let the committee know. And 

we’d love you to come and help us! It is satisfying 

work. July dates will be on Facebook and 

announced at general meetings. 

WEED WARRIORS RETURN 
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This Public Order Review (POR) has been around for a couple of years. In the 2022 community consultation 

period WCS committee, individuals and many others from Banyule environment/biodiversity groups 

responded, particularly on the issue around cats, cat curfews and management. At that time about 760 

responses were received either by survey or written submission. This was an unexpected response and 

slowed the process somewhat. The POR came back into community consultation earlier this year and 

became a fairly contentious issue, particularly for dog-owning residents. This second round has resulted  

in 3,978 responses and a discussion paper. 

Some positive environmental controls around dogs include dogs prohibited from environmental sensitive 

areas including Banyule Flats wetland, Banyule Billabong and Warringal Swamplands. And in regard to the 

work done by WCS on the cat curfew issue – it seems we may have a good result coming. The proposals  

for cats are:  

• the introduction of a cat curfew 7pm - 7am commencing 1 February 2025 

• the introduction of a 24-hour cat confinement requirement commencing 1 February 2027. 

However – in both cases it will heavily depend on the presence of officers/rangers to make sure these 

public orders are being adhered to. Serious educational, signage and staffing resources will be needed.  

The report is up for Council’s consideration at the 24 June Council meeting. Background information and 

survey responses are available at https://shaping.banyule.vic.gov.au/PETS                    Heather Smith 

According to the Wurundjeri seasons calendar 

Waring (Wombat) season, from April to June, is 

when morning mists cover the land, the nights 

become longer, and wombats emerge from their 

burrows. We have definitely been experiencing 

the mists lately, often white-outs obscuring the 

Dandenongs and even the hospital depending on 

your view. Committee member Rob has been out 

early and captured some wonderful images of our 

Waring season mists.  

WARING – WOMBAT SEASON 
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MAY 2024 

Anthea Fleming: reported King Parrots eating Pomegranates, followed by 

Lorikeets; Grey Fantails – the darker than usual colouring indicates a wetter 

environment; one Red-rumped Parrot – not the 50 as is usual.   

Heather Smith: Sightings of Butcher Birds in Heidelberg Park, Sills Bend and 

her own Backyard. 

Don Stokes: 120 odd Corellas on Heidelberg oval 

Diane Williamson: Reported King Parrots flying along the escarpment. 

Doug McNaughton: 3 Rainbow Lorikeets at Apollo Bay. 

Jane Crone: Sightings of Mudlark/Pee Wees on her nature strip – hasn’t seen 
them for a long time. 

Martin Short: Also reported a pair of Mudlarks near his home. 

Helen Boak: After the recent rain had observed Rain Moths. They fly up, 

scattering up to about 4000 eggs. These are then washed into crevices by the 

rain. 

James Deane: Saw a pair of Powerful Owls; a swamp Wallaby family, a Robe 

Beetle and a Perrigin Falcon on high tension powerlines 

Robert Bender: Showed a timeline of a Paper Wasp building a nest – firstly 

10 hexagonal cells (top), with single Wasp slowly extending to 18 cells. Eggs 

are laid over days so larvae develop at different times. The larvae eventually 

develop into mature wasps inside cells under gauzy web caps (middle). As 

adults emerge, they guard the nest (bottom), gather food until all cells are 

empty. Nest is deserted for a few months, then the Wasps gather again. 
 

JUNE 2024 

Liz Evans: Reported that her garden is buzzing with Blue Banded bees in the 

Salvias. 

Jane Crone: Crimson Rosella on the birdbath in her garden 

Alicia Curry: Crimson Rosellas in the Rosemary Grevillea in her garden 

Michelle Giovas: Two Eastern Spinebills in her garden 

Heather Smith: Sighted large group of female King Parrots feeding on the 

ground at Sills Bend. This occurred around the same time last year.  

Don Stokes: Large and small flocks of both Straw Necked and Australian 

White Ibis on ovals. Eastern Spinebill in Sweet Bursaria in front 

garden 

Daphne Hards: A dead Brushtail Possum 

James Deane: Seen on Viewbank Hill the White Kangaroo with a 

brown joey. Also mentioned a Brown female with a white joey.  

Anthea Fleming: Showed a selection of photos including a Cape 

Barron Goose at Phillip Island; a pair of Flame Robins and the best 

yet! a series of photos of a Buff Banded Rail which has been 

fossicking around in the back garden and came up to her courtyard, 

she thought most probably because of the high weeds. 

  

NATURE NOTES 
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Your ongoing membership enables the Society to actively undertake projects that contribute to advocating 

for wildlife and the natural environment, to provide information to members and the community ranging 

from local to global environmental issues. 

 

Left: Anthea Fleming’s curious Buff Banded Rail – perhaps a testament to untended, wild garden? Right: James Deane’s 
wonderful photo of two Powerful Owls – possibly enjoying the sunset. 
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	Left: Anthea Fleming’s curious Buff Banded Rail – perhaps a testament to untended, wild garden? Right: James Deane’s wonderful photo of two Powerful Owls – possibly enjoying the sunset.

