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FEBRUARY 

Thursday 1: General Meeting from 7.30pm 

Saturday 17: Twilight Walk – see page 2 for more detail  

MARCH 

Sunday 3: Clean Up Australia Day – see page 2 for more detail 

Thursday 7: General Meeting from 7.30pm 

KYLIE D’AMICO: Wurundjeri Narrap Rangers Unit 

It’s just over 12 months since Kylie left the Banyule Bush Crew and 

went to work with the Wurundjeri Narrap Rangers Unit. She’ll 
outline her role within the Unit and the projects she’s leading/co-

leading. Kylie will also talk about some of the projects the Rangers 

are working on and the services the Unit provides. The Narrap 

Rangers Unit work in healing and restoring Indigenous connections 

and land management practices on Wurundjeri Country. 

JIM SHUGG: Defending Trees 

Jim is an arboriculturalist with Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. 

Motivated by a love of trees, he often gives advice to those trying 

to protect them. Jim will discuss some contentious trees and will 

outline the evidence-based approach that he applies in their 

defence. 

Meetings are the first Thursday of the month from 7.30pm 

Please note that monthly meetings are face-to-face at the 

Old Shire Offices, 60 Beverley Road. 

Enter from Buckingham Drive near the Banyule Theatre 

All Welcome 

FEBRUARY MEETING 

 

MARCH MEETING 

 

AT A GLANCE 

 

   S U M M E R  N E W S L E T T E R                   V o l u m e  5 5 / 1     J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4  

 

Hover flies are beneficial insects that appear in large numbers during the 
spring and summer. They have a characteristic flight pattern - hovering in 
one spot, moving suddenly forwards or sideways, then hovering again. 
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Happy New Year! Around this time of year in 2022 the Banyule Swamp was nearly dry. The Warringal 

Conservation Society and Banyule Council Bush Crew hatched a plan to create bird habitat. Large branches 

were dragged into the swamp by WCS members and council staff. These were placed against dead trees and 

fenceposts to provide perches and refuge when the water returned. Birds started using these new structures  

as perches immediately and they were later used for nesting by Grebes and other waterbirds. It would be  

great to add some more branches at some point, but it has been very wet this summer and the swamp is full. 

Each year brings something different at Banyule Flats and this is why we never tire of visiting this wonderful 

nature hotspot in the suburbs.   James Deane 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

THE WCS TEAM AND HOW TO CONTACT US  

  Warringal Conservation Society Inc 
PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084 
Email: warringal3084@gmail.com 
Website: www.warringal.org.au 
FB: www.facebook.com/WarringalConservationSociety 

President: James Deane 

Secretary: Heather Smith 

Treasurer: Vacant (Kindly supported by Daphne Hards) 

Committee: Anthea Fleming, Daphne Hards,  
Rob Granter, Michelle Giovas, Doug McNaughton, 
George Paras 

Planting Coordinator: Rob Granter 

Newsletter: Heather Smith  

New Members  

The Society warmly welcomes new members Patricia 

Stierna, Maureen Hurley, Corlien Heijnan, Marianne 

Coquilleau and Jenna Hogan. We look forward to 

seeing you all soon at a meeting or activity, and hope 

your membership will be a rewarding and enriching 

experience.  

Twilight Walk: Saturday 17 February 

WCS will be running our annual Twilight walk again. 

Meet at the bottom of the Somerset Drive car park 

close to the Main Yarra Trail.  

Meet at 8.00pm for an 8.15pm start. 

Feel free to bring your own torch to help with walking 

in the dark. We will have leaders with stronger 

torches with red lenses for spotting wildlife. 

Please wear sturdy footwear and mosquito repellent. 

Keep an eye on the WCS FB page for more details 

Potential de-listing of threatened Hardhead 

Regional Victorians Opposed to Duck Shooting 

(RVOTDS) recently alerted WCS to a recommendation 

by the Scientific Advisory Committee to remove 

Hardhead (Aythya australis) from the threatened list 

under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. WCS 

have added our name and support to the RVOTDS’s 
submission.  

Keep an eye on the WCS FB page for other HH 

campaign information. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Sunday 3rd March 2024. 10am-12pm. 

Over the last couple of months, we have seen 

significant flooding of the Yarra and its billabongs. 

Now the waters have receded the trees are 

festooned with plastic while the water and river 

banks below are littered with plastic bottles, 

empty cans, tennis balls and polystyrene. 

This year the WCS Clean Up day team will be 

located near the cattle yards at the end of 

Plymouth Street in Heidelberg. This will give easy 

access to parklands, creek and river banks and the 

Main Yarra Trail, ensuring plenty of rubbish 

collecting sites.  

Get your friends, family and neighbours and come 

and join us. It is a very satisfying few hours and you 

get to see some our wonderful parkland areas 

close up. More information closer to the date at 

www.facebook.com/WarringalConservationSociety 

 

mailto:warringal3084@gmail.com
http://www.warringal.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/WarringalConservationSociety
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NOVEMBER> Robert Bender: Conservation volunteering in another country  

Crossroads Learning Centre and Nature Preserve at Big Creek Door County, Wisconsin USA. 

Crossroads is a 200-acre old farm/orchard on the fringe of Sturgeon Bay (town) on the Door Peninsula in Lake 
Michigan. Purchased 30 years ago, its mission is to inspire environmental stewardship in learners of all ages 
and from all backgrounds through education, research, restoration and outdoor experiences. Infrastructure 
includes a reconstructed heritage village and a Learning Centre with well-equipped sheds. The whole property 
is well maintained and is funded by ongoing private philanthropy and variable grants from federal and state 
governments. 

Crossroads has very few staff – just a director and several part-time organisers 
of conservation and maintenance activities. Professional ‘restorationists’ and 
volunteers share the weeding/reveg work. There are summer programs for 
children and lecture programs by academics from nearby universities and 
colleges. From May to October there are weekly Saturday morning working bees 
(weeding, planting, seed-collecting). Robert was there from early July to late 
August 2023 and attended eight sessions to learn about what they do and how 
they organise it all. 

The work required 

There are quite a few serious weeds, some of which are grasses like Reed Canary 
Grass (Phalaris arundinacea), which Robert tackled at different stages. Once the 
seeds are nearly ripe in early July, the seed heads are snipped off with scissors 
and bagged up. The following week, using a half metre of twine, 20-30  
grass stalks are gathered into a bundle and tied at about waist height 
into a stook. Some days later, an employee with snippers and a poison 
bottle cuts off the tops of the stooks and poisons all the stalks. This is a 
very long-term project as the grass produces abundant seed. Another 
long battle at Crossroads is with Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus 

cathartica), one of Wisconsin's most prevalent invasive plant species.  
It takes over the shrub layer, shading the ground which prevents 
anything else flourishing. Small plants are hand pulled, larger ones 
snipped and poisoned with dabbers, making the forest more open  
allowing more light into the understory. 

One ‘good’ plant is Carex (sedge) – once the seed is ripe, the seed 
heads are rubbed to release the seed which is then spread into 
meadow plots to recolonise areas around the property.  

Volunteers 

There are some regular repeat volunteers but mostly one-off helpers, 
so keeping a volunteer program functioning is a non-stop challenge. 
There is an email reminder list for regulars, who sometimes respond 
and mostly don’t. Many tasks requiring little learning to be done well, 
which is very suitable for a shifting population of volunteers. No 
learning of plant ID for many species is required. Focus each week on 
one species. There is a very well-stocked tool shed so nobody needs to 
bring personal gear.  

Protected land 

USA has four levels of government: federal, state, county, city.  
Door County has many State parks, and several properties owned and  
managed by a private philanthropic body and the Land Trust. Crossroads is independent of both. The entire 
peninsula was heavily logged in the 19th century, so it is all regrowth now with the usual conflicts between 
property development and conservation. 

There is a general Friends of Door County Parks website, created by the County government which is very 
supportive of public involvement. Friends do much of the fund-raising – USA public philanthropy is far more 
active than in Australia, but the Friends group are much less involved in skill-development in bushland 
restoration. Thanks to Robert for a very interesting talk – especially on the comparisons of work and 
methods between here and there. For more information on Crossroads: https://crossroadsatbigcreek.org/ 

Heather Smith 

GUEST SPEAKER REPORTS 
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Top: Reed Canary Grass Stooks.  
Middle: Collecting Carex seed.  
Bottom: Carex seed ready for collection. 
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DECEMBER> Members night: Whale Sharks, Manta Rays and Powerful Owls  

Member Michelle Giovas was to speak on her recent experience of swimming with the Whale Sharks and Manta  

Rays at Exmouth, WA and James to give an overview of his recently completed Powerful Owl sound recording  

project. Unfortunately, Michelle was unable to attend so James gave a brief report on his own family’s Exmouth trip.  

Exmouth WA – Whale Sharks and Manta Rays  

The trip was an amazing experience - it was exhilarating to see such huge marine creatures close up in  

their own habitat. And the land scenery was almost as spectacular. 

   

 

Listening for Powerful Owls 

The Powerful Owl is Australia's largest owl (about 60cm tall) and hunts possums and gliders. They are relatively 

rare and are classed as a Vulnerable species on the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 Threatened 

List. In 2023 the Warringal Conservation Society received a Banyule City Council Environmental grant to use 

new audio monitoring techniques to detect Powerful Owls. 

In Banyule, we are lucky to have Powerful Owls living in habitat along the Yarra River corridor. For such large 

birds, Powerful Owls are not easy to detect. They have large territories and are very good at hiding during the 

day. They are most active at night when it is hard to see them. This makes it difficult to tell how our local 

Powerful Owls use habitat and whether they are thriving. 

The Powerful Owl has a distinctive double hoot call that gives away its presence. However, their territories 

span many kilometres and nocturnal outings to listen for calls are often unsuccessful. Wildlife audio monitoring 

technology has become much more accessible recently. With assistance from the Banyule Council, Warringal 

Conservation Society purchased miniature programmable audio recorders and deployed these at strategic 

locations to pick up owl calls. Recordings were analysed as a spectrogram (plot of frequency versus time) and 

low frequency double hoot calls were readily detected. From February to October 2023, Powerful Owl calls 

were detected on over 250 occasions at 13 sites from Yarra Flats to Westerfolds Park. Changes in the use of 

habitat were evident over the year and may be related to the winter breeding season. Call detection and 

observations on the ground suggest that there are three or four Powerful Owls in the area surveyed. All data 

collected is reported to Banyule Council to inform management of our wonderful bushland habitat. 

We are pleased with how successful this project has been and grateful to the Banyule Council for the support 

they have provided. 

James Deane 

GUEST SPEAKER REPORTS 
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“THERE’S A BAT IN THE BATH!” 

And, sure enough there was. A tiny dark object hiding in the folds of a bath-mat, tipped out by the intending bather. 

It had come in through the unscreened window last night, blundered into the 

bath, and could get no traction on the surface. At least I could get a photo!  

I seized a large face-washer, and dropped it onto the bat. It clung on like grim 

death. 

I could now remove it from the bath without danger of bites or scratches. It 

looked extremely cross, opening a pink mouth with a great many teeth. 

Doubtless it was squeaking in protest, outside my hearing range.  Its back was 

quite woolly. I put it in a cardboard box, and closed the lid. Then I put I on the 

front porch, so that if it escaped, I didn't have to hunt for it in the house.   

Next, I went to the computer to find ‘Microbats of Melbourne,’ and nearby, the page which tells you what to do with 
a bat in the house. Then I rang Ericka, who runs the page. She is a virologist working on rabies, and of course she has 

had the right immunisations. She loves and cares for microbats. She arrived from Templestowe, gently picked up the 

bat, and told me it was a young female Little Forest Bat, newly independent and accident-prone. She put it in a small 

mesh-sided zip-up container, and took it home for TLC – warmth, the company of other bats and mealworm paste. 

She assured me that she would release it nearby, as soon as stormy weather cleared. I was delighted to meet such 

an interesting person and to find that Melbourne has such an enthusiastic bat-carer. Incidentally, she told me that  

a female flying-fox with a pup is very dangerous to handle – definitely not for amateurs. 

Since then, we have taken care not to leave the bathroom window open. The sooner its screen is replaced, the 

better. 

Anthea Fleming 

I’ve found a bat in trouble – what do I do? 

If you find a microbat that is injured or you think needs help, contact Microbats of Melbourne*  

on 0407 636 688. Until help arrives follow these easy steps to ensure both you and the bat are safe. 

1. Don’t Panic! 
2. Do not attempt to handle the bat with bare hands. Grab some gardening gloves or a tea towel.  

(If you’ve found a flying fox, do not attempt to handle in any way) 

3. Secure any pets away from the bat. 

4. Give Microbats of Melbourne a call on 0407 636 688.  

5. Ensure the bat is secured in a quiet room while you wait for them to arrive. 

*Erica started MoM in 2019 and since then has worked with experienced microbat carers, and bat specialised 

ecologists, such as Dr Lindy Lumsden to ensure the best and most current treatment options are available to 

Victoria’s microbats. She is committed to educating people about microbats and flying foxes and the crucial 

role they play in our Australian landscape. More information online at https://microbatsofmelbourne.org/ or 

www.facebook.com/microbatsofmelbourne/ 

 

    
Photos taken 8 January of flooding at the junction of Banyule Creek and the Yarra River near the end of 

Plymouth Street, Heidelberg. No sign of Callahan Falls in the left-hand photo. 
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https://microbatsofmelbourne.org/
http://www.facebook.com/microbatsofmelbourne/
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NOVEMBER 2023 

Dianne Williams showed a photo of Banyule Creek- the water was discoloured to a 

charcoal grey, but two Buff-banded Rails and their young one was moving about in 

the long grass on the banks. Two families occasionally appear in her garden. 

Heather Smith saw some Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos. Irene Kearney had also 

seen them. 

Robert Bender reported on the Yellow Robins at Wilson Reserve. Banded birds 

have been studied at seven parks between Wilson Reserve and the Yarra Ranges. 

They prefer a territory of 6 ha., but at Wilson Reserve they can only have a tenth of 

that. It is not surprising that their breeding success is poor. Twenty-six students 

from VUT Sunshine, where the researcher is teaching, were fascinated to see the 

Robins come to feed on invertebrates, where Tradescantia had been up-rooted, 

after a 10-minute wait. (Their continuing presence at Wilson Reserve is 

undoubtedly due to the war on Tradescantia carried on by the Friends Group!) 

Jane Crone's Red Wattlebirds were still breeding in her garden. 

James Deane reported on the success of Powerful Owl audio-monitoring. He with 

Lyn and Geoff Easton had 216 records from Banyule Flats, Yarra Flats, Warringal 

Park, Montpellier Park and the Plenty River.  

George Paras remarked that daylight surveys carried out for NELP had found no 

Powerful Owls. Likewise, daylight Glider surveys in NSW on prospective logging 

coupes found none, but they were easily observed by independent naturalists at 

night. 

Jennifer Chellew was hiking and camping in the Grampians NP and saw: six 

wallabies, an Eastern Shingleback lizard, six black cockatoos (two were yellow 

tailed), an owl of some kind (silently flying just above her head) and numerous New 

Holland Honeyeaters, Superb Blue wrens, Kookaburras. She also recorded of a bird 

she couldn't recognise, possibly a kingfisher. Most delightfully, Jen was privy to an 

explosion of varied wildflowers including two types of orchids including one tiger 

orchid. 

Foliage cycle of our Studleyensis  

   

NATURE NOTES 
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The Studley Park Gum 

(Eucalyptus X 

studleyensis) next to the 

indigenous garden, 

between the Somerset 

Drive car park and the 

Swamp has shed its 

leaves for the last four 

years in a row (at least).  

Far left photo was taken 

by Rob Granter late 

October 23, and second 

photo (left) taken by 

Heather Smith mid-

February 2024, showing 

leaves returning. 

Thanks to Rob for this 

observation. 
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DECEMBER 2023 

Heather Smith became aware of something looking at her from long grass on the river bank near the Plymouth 

Street Tennis Courts. Her photo showed a Buff-banded Rail – every week is Sneaky Week for them. 

Martin Short reported hearing a Powerful Owl at Fanning Bend. 

Several members reported hearing Koels – they seem to be increasing every year. 

James Deane reported a pair of Channel-billed Cuckoos in his garden – a northern migrant which seldom reaches 

Melbourne. 

Daphne Hards had a lot of butterflies in her garden – mostly Common Browns. 

Jane Crone reported a Tawny Frogmouth perched on her Hills Hoist, and a Spinebill visits her Salvias. She relayed a 

report that Robyn Roberts has a Magpie at home which has been imitating a Kookaburra. 

Doug McNaughton has been observing four pairs of Tawny Frogmouths along Salt Creek. They have reared 4 or 5 

young between them. One small one was found dead. Red-browed Finches have come to his bird-bath. 

Robert Bender had recorded a tiny Spotted Pardalote, and 

also reported Buff banded Rails on the 6th Tee of the Golf-

course. He has taken a striking series of Rail photos 

through the year. These have got better and cleared as his 

cameras have improved. 

Patsy Stierna saw a Swamp Wallaby at the Horseshoe 

Billabong. 

Anthea Fleming reported that, on 26 November, a Noisy 

Miner explored a creeper in her courtyard and sat briefly 

in last year's old Red Wattlebird's nest. It was instantly 

attacked by the owner. Its screams brought a dozen 

friends, and the Wattlebird had to flee, hotly pursued by 

the Noisy Miners. Interesting that it still feels possessive 

about the old nest, though it reared several young in the front garden this year. 

10th November promised to be hot, so she lowered the back sun-blind. A tiny bat fell out on the floor. It was 

covered with a cardboard box to recover, because a Butcherbird was singing next door, but escaped later. Probably 

a Little Forest Bat. 

On 12th November she photographed an adult and a young Nankeen Night Heron in Wilson Reserve. In the car-park 

she had an unconfirmed sighting of (maybe) a female or young Satin Bowerbird – a large green bird with rufous 

flight feathers and rather floppy flight. 

On 19 November she photographed a family of three Frogmouths in her back garden. 

Anthea Fleming 

     

Left to right: A Little Raven calling, a pair of Skipper Butterflies, a trio of Ibis at Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary at  

La Trobe University. 
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Your ongoing membership enables the Society to actively undertake projects that contribute to advocating 

for wildlife and the natural environment, to provide information to members and the community ranging 

from local to global environmental issues. 
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