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EARLY WINTER NEWSLETTER

Warringal Conservation
Society is a local community
organisation caring for the
environment in Banyule.

Formed in 1970, the Society
is an active and productive
steward of Banyule’s
environmental heritage.

Keep up to date on WCS
activities by visiting our
FaceBook page or website
www.warringal.org.au

Join us!

WCS has a lot to offer: plantings,
activities and monthly meetings
with guest speakers from a
wide range of disciplines and
interests. There is membership
information in this newsletter
or go to the web page.
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MAY MEETING

ALIDA MCKERN: 3 Capes Hike and the delights of
wildflower season

The best time to hike the world-class 3 Capes Track in Tassie is in
Spring—when the bush is ablaze with colour! | enjoyed hiking this
trail in ideal conditions last year and invite you to join mein a
visual presentation of the track in wildflower season. We will
explore the Cape’s tapestry of landscapes from coastal heath to

lush rainforest, set against the dramatic cliffs and headlands of the

wild Southern Ocean.

JUNE MEETING

Transport Decarbonisation: electric vehicles in Australia

Ten times as many people are killed by vehicular related air
pollution in Australia every year than the road toll. In Australia we
currently do not have emission standards in place, despite the
launch of the National Electric Vehicle Strategy 12 months ago. Liz
and Tim will discuss the compelling climate, health, financial and
other factors that make this an important issue. Liz Chase is a

science trained professional in the area of Public Health. Tim Davis

is a physicist, working between Australia and the University of
Stuttgart, Germany. Both have a keen interest in climate change
mitigation and environmental politics.

We acknowledge the
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung as
the Traditional Custodians of
the land on which we gather,
and pay our respect to Elders
past, present and emerging.
We recognise their continued
connection to the land and
waters of this beautiful place,
and acknowledge that
sovereignty was never ceded.

Articles and photographs for the
newsletter are welcome. Note we
may edit for space or legal
reasons. Opinions expressed in
guest material are not necessarily
those of the Society.

Newsletter printed courtesy
of Kate Thwaites MP, Member
for Jagajaja.

Meetings are the first Thursday of the month from 7.30pm
Please note that monthly meetings are face-to-face at the
Old Shire Offices, 60 Beverley Road.

Enter from Buckingham Drive near the Banyule Theatre.
All Welcome

AT A GLANCE

MAY

Thursday 2: General Meeting from 7.30pm

Sunday 26: Working Bee — at the Frog Bog: details TBC
JUNE

Thursday 6: General Meeting from 7.30pm
Sunday 23: Working Bee — Alan Noye wetland: details TBC

& S ;

Robert Deane with the Iare Rain Moth that emerged in their garden.

Photo: J Deane



FROM THE PRESIDENT

With some good Autumn rain, the Rain Moths sensed it was time to leave their burrows and take to the air.
Some of them may have arrived at your window. It is also time for us to get busy planting again. Working with
the Banyule Bush Crew, we will visit some of our favourite sites at Banyule Flats and some new spots. The Bush
Crew has also been busy installing new glider boxes near the Banyule Swamp. The glider population is growing
at the Flats and it is worth watching nest boxes just after dark to see if a glider emerges. James Deane

PROTECTING LOCAL WILDLIFE WELCOME TO A NEW MEMBER

Late last month WCS committee member Doug The Society warmly welcomes new member Pat Grey.
McNaughton reported that the 12 resident Tawny It was nice to meet her in person at the April meeting
Frogmouths had disappeared from the Rosanna and we look forward to seeing Pat and our other new
parklands. Unfortunately, two had been found members again at a meeting or activity. There are lots
dead with rodenticide suspected. He and others of things members can be involved that help the

from Friends of Salt Creek are organising autopsies  Society flourish.
to ascertain cause of death. In the meantime, a

leaflet drop to all homes along the boundaries of WCS Website rebuild — can you help?
the Rosanna Parklands is underway. ’

Some years ago, WCS received a Bendigo Bank grant
which we used to update our website. Time passes —
and the content management system (CMS) used to
build our website has become unmanageable and
hard to update. The committee are applying for
grants/funding to rebuild the site using WordPress —
which we believe to be a more accessible and usable
CMS. Training will be an important element of this.
We would love to hear from anyone who would be
interested in helping us either navigate the process or
For more information go to: join committee members in being trained to update
https://birdlife.org.au/programs/urban-birds/ it. It would really help if someone could take on
updating the site on a monthly basis.

The leaflet describes the effect of second-
generation anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs) and
the devastating effect they have. After killing the
rats or mice that have eaten it, the other creatures
that consume the dead rodents are also affected —
becoming sick or dying themselves from secondary
poisoning. SGARS has become a common killer of
Tawny Frogmouths, Powerful Owls and boobook
Owls which prey on rats and mice.

or consider contacting Bunnings to stop selling
the products www.actforbirds.org/ratpoison

A NEL forest of cranes replaces another forest
See page 4

**UPDATE: four of the 12 have been sighted back
near near their usual roosts.

Photo: Thanks to Animal Corner
Photo: Banyule City Council

THE WCS TEAM AND HOW TO CONTACT US

Warringal Conservation Society Inc Treasurer: Vacant (Kindly supported by Daphne Hards)
PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084
Email: warringal3084@gmail.com

Committee: Anthea Fleming, Daphne Hards,
Rob Granter, Michelle Giovas, Doug McNaughton,
George Paras

Website: www.warringal.org.au
FB: www.facebook.com/WarringalConservationSociety

Planting Coordinator: Rob Granter
President: James Deane .
Newsletter: Heather Smith

Secretary: Heather Smith
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ROSANNA LIBRARY AND WOOLWORTHS PARTNERSHIP

In the week commencing 8th April, a demolition team made short work of destroying over 50 trees on the site
at Turnham Avenue in Rosanna. A number of very important native trees were lost to the development, with
a few being up to one hundred years old. River Red Gums, Yellow Gums and Ironbarks, some as tall as the
railway station across the road, all fell to the same fate with a loss of over 1,200M? of native tree canopy. The
destruction is a devastating loss to the Rosanna Community and for the integrity of the Salt Creek wildlife
corridor as the area had already lost many trees due to the level crossing removal and new Rosanna Station.

It is deeply disappointing that Banyule Council unanimously voted to pursue the Woolworths partnership
against so much community opposition. The partnership was brokered early 2019, but it really only came into
the public eye in April 2021 for the Rosanna Library design consultation.

There will be no space for replacement planting on the Woolworths site as the supermarket and liquor store
are to be built to the front boundary and will abut the Heidelberg Theatre Company on one side and the
Rosanna Library on the other. Approximately half of the existing library land is being transferred to Woolworths
and the new library will be built on the remaining smaller corner allotment of Douglas and Turnham Ave.

Unfortunately, a further devastating loss may be inevitable with the very large English Oak at the rear of the site
(providing over 200M? of canopy) which was to be retained as part of the planning permit. Although shown to
be healthy only a few months earlier, it is now showing signs of major stress and currently has no canopy.

This issue came up to Banyule Council at their meeting of 5th February 2024 with the public raising concerns
for this tree’s health and lack of canopy. Council’s response was to notify Woolworths as the permit applicant
and suggest mulching, but Council will not be committing resources to assisting this valuable tree. In the last
week, the tree’s base has been smothered by approximately two cubic metres of mulch.... possibly even using
from the chipping of the other trees.

Alicia Curry Top: ‘Before’” montage of Google map street views of the Library and Council

office precinct. Below: An ‘after’ view from the Rosanna station platform

Photo: A Curry
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NORTH EAST LINK PROJECT WORKS — THE ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE CONTINUES

Substantial works have now commenced in the northern section of the project which encompasses
Greensborough Highway from Watsonia Station to the Plenty Road Interchange of the M80 Metropolitan
Ring Road. A K Lyon Reserve is a staging area and carpark, while the Killarney Ridge hill at the start of the
M80 has been scraped away.

Further substantial tree loss and earth works are continuing along this massive stretch of road while works
along Bulleen Road, Manningham Road and the Eastern Freeway are massively impacting our suburbs and
open spaces. Where does our wildlife go and how can they move about amidst kilometres of destruction?

Sadly, more displaced Kangaroos are being sighted as far afield as Heidelberg Heights (Lower Plenty Rd near
Upper Heidelberg Rd, a female and joey safely rescued) while on Rosanna Road, Rosanna a male kangaroo
was unfortunately hit and killed on Good Friday. =g N |

All the while NELP works — dust, noise, fumes, traffic and : ik R ;
parking congestion — impact people's health and wellbeing.

Just recently NELP quietly announced in the latest Viewbank
Works notice yet another round of 24/7 tree and vegetation
removal planned for Banyule Creek along River Gum Walk,
downstream of Lower Plenty Road for “site establishment”
and “the investigation of underground utility services”. These
works are set for late April are further misleadingly described
in NELP's latest works update email as “We're starting to prepare our work site in Rivergum Walk for the
construction of the Eel Bridge. The new pedestrian bridge will connect the Rivergum Walk trail to a
revitalised Borlase Reserve once construction of North East Link is complete.”

Photo: M Giovas

NELP hasn't bothered to count how many more trees are set to be removed.

Please consider lodging a complaint about this on 1800 105 105 or community@northeastlink.vic.gov.au

Michelle Giovas. Community representative, North East Link Community Liaison Group

WILDLIFE PROTECTION

It is thirty-nine years since Laurie Levy started the fight to stop duck shooting in 1985. What a sustained
effort! WCS has been showing our support to the Coalition Against Duck Shooting and Regional Victorians
Opposed to Duck Shooting with letters to politicians, endorsement of full-page newspaper ads, and our
members have attended the wetlands for annual duck rescues. At last, in 2023, a Victorian Parliamentary
Inquiry into Duck Shooting recommended that duck shooting should be made unlawful in our state, as in
ACT, NSW, Qld and WA. Hopes were dashed recently however when a six-week shooting season was
announced in February 2024, which runs from April 10th till June 5th, 2024. We totally applaud the rescuers
and campaigners who keep up the opposition. :

Recently the gun lobby was pressing the government to have the
Hardhead duck, pictured, removed from the classification of

by the Scientific Advisory Committee, but thus far the Environment &
Minister, Steve Dimopoulos, has not made a decision. Let’s hope &=
this impressive duck remains protected; it is a regular visitor to Banyule Swamp.
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Photo: D.Hards

On a brighter note — Toondah Harbour development has been stopped! After more than a decade of
sustained pressure and opposition from thousands of Australians, the developers, Walker Corporation, have
withdrawn their proposal to destroy internationally important wetlands at Toondah Harbour, Queensland!
For the Critically Endangered Eastern Curlews currently migrating north to breed, this win ensures they can
return home to Toondah Harbour in the spring.

But we should never have had to fight for decades in the first place. Australia’s nature laws are broken.
Until we fix these laws, threatened birds and the nature we love remains at risk across the country.
See more https://birdlife.org.au/campaign/nature-laws/ Daphne Hards
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GUEST SPEAKER REPORT

MARCH> Jim Shugg: Defending Trees

Jim is an Arboriculturalist with Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. |, like many who love trees and the canopy they
provide for us and all our fellow creatures, are often suspicious of arborists who are contracted to produce
reports that always seem to agree with council/developer/government project requirements of removal.

Jim is not of that ilk. Jim came to discuss some contentious trees and to outline the evidence-based approach
that he applies in their defence. However, these were not trees in other places, these were trees at his place of
work — The Royal Botanic Gardens. He gave a very informative talk about what is happening at the gardens,
driven by the tension between the Royal Botanic Gardens Act 1991, “Objective A: To conserve, protect and
improve the botanic gardens and managed land and their collections of living plants”, and the RBGV:
Melbourne Gardens Master Plan 2020-2040, which is full of plans for development, remodelling and creating
‘human habitats’ which are undermining the integrity of the original garden vision. It seems that each month
he has another tree or set of significant shrubs or landscape view to protect from his own employers. Luckily
the gardens have been very well documented and photographed since 1846, so that there is often proof of
especially Gilfoyle’s design, landscape and planting intentions in early photographs that can be used to effect.

Jim showed us a wide selection of the kind of decisions being made. These are just a few:

e Hard surface access roads over lawns and placement of shipping container storage units which required
the removal of historically important shrubs from the mid 19th century garden area. (RBGV Melbourne
Gardens Master Plan 2020-2040. Storage and vehicle movement plan, pg. 79)

e The (pre-settlement) River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) in the Australian Drylands section was
slated for removal but after much (expensive and invasive) investigation was proven sound and retained.
(Photo below right)

e The massive European Olive (Olea europaea subsp. Europaea) removed because “it is not in keeping with
the original design intent of the Eastern Lodge Bed” but is likely to be in the way of a new trade gate
through Eastern Lodge as a primary tenant and delivery and access point. (Storage and vehicle movement
plan, pg. 79)

o Silky Oaks (Grevillea robusta) x 2 near the Tea Rooms, planted in the 1850’s. Reason given for removal:
Safety. The Built Form and Learning and Participation Plan (pg. 65) indicates the space is to contain major
new buildings — a "Habitat for humans" passive public use with additional function room, offices, shop, café
and Learning and Participation spaces.” (Photo below centre)

e The towering Red Ironbark (Eucalyptus tricarpa) in the Children's Garden. Reason for Removal: Risk not
tolerable. After being severely pruned, it was saved from felling at the last minute. The map on page 65
shows plans for three-fold increase in size for the National Herbarium of Victoria, including a Visitor Centre
and principal visitor experience spaces and more toilets. (Photo below left)

Jim spoke about new ‘plant palettes’, new planting and species selection methods which are currently being
built by computer modelling based on what would likely survive climate changes expected by 2090. In
preparation, species not considered viable in 2090 are being removed now. He said this kind of methodology is
setting a dangerous trend for local Councils and government departments. We can already see this ourselves in
our recent Urban Forest Strategy, and other vegetation and tree policies which appear to be more about

benefiting the advanced tree industry than planting local indigenous species that would survive climate change.

The RBGV Melbourne Gardens Master Plan 2020-2040 can be found at www.rbg.vic.qov.au/about-
us/publications/

Heather Smith
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GUEST SPEAKER REPORT

APRIL> Adrian Marshall: Melbourne’s Grasslands: Location, location, location

emsaran b s
| m—Urban Growth Boundary

Adrian is the facilitator of the Grassy Plains
Network which is hosted by VNPA. He
campaigns for the protection of our critically
endangered grasslands, with an emphasis on
the Western Grassland Reserve and grasslands
being impacted by Melbourne’s urbanisation.

estern Grassland Reserves ‘ ;
g | Il S

Western Grassland
Reserves

Native temperate grasslands are Australia’s
most threatened ecosystems. Grasslands have
been eliminated from much of their former
extent and continue to be threatened by
urban expansion, agricultural intensification,
weed invasion and the uncertain impacts of
climate change.

I

Illustrated by wonderful photos and maps, Adrian began with

an overview of the types of Australian grassland ecosystems.
There are also seasonal wetlands which can be dry for years and
then fill after two to three seasons of rain. These have become
rare due to drainage and other human development.

The Central Gippsland grasslands are now extinct — they have
become woodland. A grassland ecosystem can flip into a grassy
woodland if trees /shrubs become the dominant species and
then back again if trees/shrubs die off. Generally, tussocks form
the structure with the lilies, daisies and forbs between them.
Grazing by Kangaroos (or now cattle) and regular fires, removes
the build-up of tussock ‘thatch’ creating canopy gaps allowing
more light and water in, keeping the ecosystem healthy.
Grasslands support a range of significant fauna as well, including
the taxonomically unique Plains-wanderer, the Legless lizard
which evolved before snakes and the Growling Grass frog.

According to the State of the Environment report December
2023, grasslands are in decline, being poorly represented in MR
Victoria’s protected areas. Most grassland is on private land which puts them at further risk as economic pressure
on farmers increases with climate change.

In the 1970’s Australia ‘rediscovered’ its grasslands — mostly beside railway lines, in cemeteries, along travelling
stock routes (mostly NSW), alongside 3-chain country roads and in some farmer’s back paddocks and rocky areas.
A lot of grassland was lost originally to sheep grazing, but even more has gone due to farming methods using
phosphorus fertilisers. These encourage weeds or pasture grasses which out compete grassland species.

Local extinction on the Western Plains grasslands has reached critical levels. In Hobsons Bay at least 67 plant
species are now locally extinct, with 37 plant species endangered, vulnerable, or rare. In Hume, 91 species only
found in a single location. Every patch is important: like the 25M? of protected land in the middle of the Beacon
Lighting carpark. It holds many plant species as well as the Tussock Skink which lives its life within 12 tussocks; like
the new housing sub division at Epping where the areas of remnant grasslands on the stony rises were integrated
into the open spaces and parkland instead of being removed, allowing some fauna and flora species to survive.

Finally, Adrian outlined the State gov plan to protect one of the largest sections of remaining grassland by setting
aside 15,000 hectares of private land, mostly used for agricultural purposes, to establish the Western Grassland
Reserve. This entire area is covered by a Public Acquisition Overlay, which means the Victorian Government is
committed to purchasing all properties and establishing the reserve in full. So far, just 20% of the land has been
purchased, the remaining area is still under private ownership.

For more info on Adrian’s work: https://grassyplains.net.au/ or to visit: VNPA occasionally run grassland tours
vnpa.org.au/explore/bushwalking-and-activities/ or to read more about the Victorian State Government plan:
WWW.Mmsa.vic.gov.au/conservation-in-action/western-grassland-reserve Heather
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NATURE NOTES

MARCH 2024

Jane Crone and Daphne Hards: Saw Blue Banded bees in their gardens.

Chris Goddard: Wallaby in a garden in Carn Avenue — called Wildlife
Australia and the police also came.

Anita Bourke: Off the Main Yarra Trail in the small pond behind Warringal
Swamp she observed what she thought was an Australasian Bittern — it may
have been a young Nankeen Night Heron (right). Also, a blue Tongue lizard.

Michelle Giovas: about 30 Welcome Swallows at the Warringal Parkland &
Helen Boak: Paper Wasps on their nest at the Possum Hollow playground. W

Don Stokes: A Nankeen Night Heron in Warringal Swamp
.

Robyn Roberts: An Eastern Spinebill, Thornbills and an Australian Admiral 5
Butterfly in her garden ;

Robert Bender: Showed a selection of photos including Yellow Robins,
Scrub Wrens and a Stripped marsh Frog seen at Horseshoe Bend. He also
observed a pair of Tiger snakes mating and some butterflies: a Dingy
Swallow Tail, a Painted Lady, Correa Brown (right) and a Meadow Argus.

Photo: A Bourke

Photos: R Bender

APRIL 2024

Anthea Fleming (as reported by James): Anthea had been to Pt Cook
and had some wonderful photos to show. Two Black Shouldered Kites,

a younger one with freshly caught mouse (right). Also a Buff Banded Rail
and a Spotless Crake at Wilson Reserve

Heather Smith: a large flock Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos in Pines in
Heidelberg Park. Witnessed a Kookaburra taking off from a neighbour’s
property and flying with a small Blue Tongue Lizard in its beak. Soon to
be chased by Noisy Miners and a couple of Magpies. The house block
had just been completely and utterly cleared of all living vegetation,

so the lizard may have been the last living thing on the block.

Lene Jakobsen: 26 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos.

Robert Deane: After the recent rain had observed Rain Moths flying
against the windows. They pupate under the ground and on first rain of
Autumn come up, leaving the discarded cases sticking up out of the soil.

James Deane: Showed us a thrilling piece of video footage he had taken
of a Kookaburra who had caught a Brown Quail and was preparing it to
eat by thrashing it on the branch. (See WCS Facebook page)

Robert Bender: Showed a selection of frog photos showing the marking
and colour differences between frog species including: Victorian Smooth
Froglet which have a marbled patterned belly (right), Common Froglet
which have a plain underbelly. Striped Marsh Frog which looks similar to
a Pobblebonk but has a narrow golden strip down its back (right). Spotted
Marsh Frog, Peron’s Tree Frog with its cross-like pupils.

Also include were a Weasel Skink found in Horseshoe Billabong, a tiger
snake skin and a Red-staining stalked polypore (Amauroderma rude)
fungi. Robert also included some photos taken by a Wilson Reserve group
member, Kyoko Imazu who had spotted some young foxes playing in the
dry Bailey Billabong and got some good photos of them.

Heather Smith

Early Winter 2024/ 7

Photo: A Fleming

Photos: R Bender



Your ongoing membership enables the Society to actively undertake projects that contribute to advocating
for wildlife and the natural environment, to provide information to members and the community ranging
from local to global environmental issues.

WCS MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL JULY 2023 - JUNE 2024

Name:

There are three ways to renew:

Address: 1. Renew online at:
www.warringal.org.au/about-us/membership

2. Pay by direct debit:

Email: Acc name: Warringal Conservation Society
BSB: 633 108 Acc no: 143918613
Telephone: Mobile: (Be sure to identify yourself as the depositor.)

3. By mail: Fill in this form and mail with
your cheque or money order to:
PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084 Victoria.

Any queries email: warringal3084@gmail.com

Special areas of interest: This helps us when arranging speakers and events.

Subscription types:

[] Single $20 [] Concession $15 (seniors/students etc) [ I 'would like to receive my newsletter by email.
[ Family $25 [] Life subscription $200 [] Yes - put me on the Plantings notification list.

Left: Anthea Fleming’s Black Shouldered Kite. Middle: Helen Boak’s Paper wasps on their nest. Right: Kyoko Imazu’s young
foxes playing in the dry Bailey Billabong.

If not delivered return to: PO Box 64 Rosanna 3084
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	WCS Website rebuild – can you help?
	Left: Anthea Fleming’s Black Shouldered Kite. Middle: Helen Boak’s Paper wasps on their nest. Right: Kyoko Imazu’s young foxes playing in the dry Bailey Billabong.

