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Warringal Conservation
Society is a local, not-forprofit, community
organisation caring for
the environment in
Banyule.
Formed in 1970, the
Society is an active and
productive steward of
Banyule’s environmental
heritage.
Join us!!
Warringal Conservation
Society is not just a local
environment group: it is
stimulating, fun and
companionable and takes an
active role in the wider
community.
Single $15,
Family $20
Pension/student/
unemployed $10
Life $150
Articles and photographs for
the newsletter are welcome.
We may edit for legal, space
or other reasons. Opinions
expressed in articles are not
necessarily those of the
Warringal Conservation
Society.
Newsletter printed courtesy of
Jenny Macklin MP.

January/February 2015

FEBRUARY MEETING
First Meeting of the year picnic style dinner 6.30pm
The February meeting will be preceded by a picnic style dinner so that
everyone can catch up after the holiday break. Old Shire office from
6.30pm. Bring a plate to share. Meeting and speaker to follow at
7.30pm

Banyule Flats Ecology
Lincoln Kern is an Ecological and Bushfire Management Consultant
and Managing Director of Practical Ecology
(http://www.practicalecology.com.au/). He will speak about an
ecological assessment of Banyule Flats and Warringal Parklands that
is in progress. This assessment will form part of a submission
requesting that Banyule Flats be listed on the Victorian Heritage
Register.

Meetings on first Thursday of the month
from 7.30 pm at the Old Shire Offices,
60 Beverley Road.
Enter from Buckingham Drive near the Banyule Theatre and
Greening Australia. Melways map 32:D3. All Welcome

AT A GLANCE
February
Thursday 5th: Picnic dinner 6.30
General meeting at 7.30pm —speaker Lincoln Kern,
Banyule Flats
Sunday 15th: Banyule Flats Night Walk (See news and Events)
Saturday 25th: Birdlife Australia Beginners Birding—Banyule Flats
(See news and Events)

News & Events
this area and the effects can still be seen. The bush is
still quite open and in the process of growing back.
There were also lots of nice smaller plants in flower
and several Yellow Robins poking about. We then

Banyule Flats Night Walk
15th Feb, Somerset Drive car park (Melways 32F2),
8.30pm for 8.45 start
WCS member George Paras will be leading the
walk. Bring a torch with a red filter or red
cellophane covering the light so as not to blind
creatures.
Freckled Duck at Banyule Flats
On December 2nd 2014 Anthea Fleming spotted a
Freckled Duck at Banyule Flats. These ducks are
classed as endangered in Victoria and are a rare
sighting. See Nature Notes.
Trip report—End of year visit to Kinglake
On Sunday 16th Nov a bus full of WCS members
and some friends headed to Kinglake National Park
for our end of year trip. The Banyule Bush crew
organised the bus and Dave drove and provided
expert comments. The day was cold and wet but that
didn’t stop us seeing the bush that is regenerating
from the 2009 bushfires. Local ranger Tony
Fitzgerald met us at the Jehosaphat Gully picnic area
and discussed the area, the extent of the fires, the
regrowth of the bush and the return of the animals.
He pointed out some tall straight eucalypts that were
thought to be a hybrid between mountain ash and
messmate. These were favoured as electricity poles
prior to reinforced concrete. There was also a large
dead tree that had been killed by a lighting strike a
few years back, frightening the daylights out of
people who were standing nearby. We then went to
Gums camping area and then walked or went by bus
to the Island Creek picnic area. Fires were severe in
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News & Events cont.
headed back to the Kinglake ranger station where we
had our lunch and were treated to a slide show of
researchers climbing into the canopy of 90m tall
mountain ash. Many thanks to Dave for driving,
Tony for providing such an engaging and
authoritative account of the Kinglake park, and
Natasha Robinson for advice as to what to see and
maps. The trip was planned and organised by WCS
Treasurer Daphne Hards who ably dealt with
changing plans along the way. Thanks Daphne!

Banyule Flats Beginner’s Birding Outing
Saturday 25th Feb. Run by Birdlife Australia at our
favourite spot—Banyule Flats, Viewbank. Meet at
10.00am in the car park at the end of Somerset
Drive. Melway 32 F2. Many WCS members are
also members of Birdlife Australia. People who are
not Birdlife members are welcome to attend Birdlife
activities but are asked to consider joining BirdLife
Australia if they plan to attend more than three. Well
worth the money for the magazine and trips with
expert guides. Contact Hazel, 9876 3712 or
melbourne@birdlife.org.au
See http://birdlifemelbourne.org.au/activities/

President’s Report AGM 2014
On 21 September 2014, more than 30,000
Melbournians participated in the first leg of a global
rally for Climate Change action, and in that number
there were members of the Society. The Melbourne
rally was said to be “the ripple that started a tidal
wave of action around the world". Around 2500
rallies with almost 1 million people, took place
around the globe ahead of the UN summit on climate
change in New York just last week. This summit
was attended by 120 world leaders, with some
notable exceptions from China, Russia, India and
Australia.
Whilst there were numerous people attending the
rally, many millions of other people and
communities were unable to be physically present,
but were there in spirit, also supporting action on
Climate Change. For example, at the same time that
the rally was happening in Melbourne, there were
members and friends of the Society doing their part
by undertaking planting at the Western Habitat Link
in Banyule Flats Reserve.
As I prepare this report on behalf of the
Committee, on our work in the previous year, I recall
the recent changes to our constitution, to bring it in
line with today's legislative requirements, and work
currently being undertaken researching the work of
the Society to address a Heritage submission for
Banyule Flats Reserve. All the research led to the
words our Founding President, Doug Western,
expressed in our first newsletter in September 1970.
Written there for all to see were the aims of the
Society:
-To create interest in conservation within the
community
-To provide opportunities for local
conservationists to meet and exchange ideas

-To select areas within the community and to
formulate a plan for each to emulate as closely as
possible the natural environment in that area.
-To undertake such projects, studies and activities
as will further the interests of conservation and
natural history
You will note that the aims of the Society do not
appear to be limited to our community in Banyule.
Our founding members, inspired to protect our local
environment, had the vison for the Society to
participate in activities that encompassed a much
wider community. Our activities over the past year
have honored the aims of the Society, and reflected
the vision of our founding members.
Activities of the Society
- Representatives of the Society have maintained
their presence on the Banyule Environmental
Advisory Committee working collaboratively with
Council officers in dealing with and addressing
environmental policies and issues of concern in the
community, and providing advice to Council on its
activities and projects.
-The Society is still allied with Friends of Banyule
in the campaign to protect Banyule Flats Reserve,
Warringal Parklands and other parklands from the
threat of the North-East Link. This has now
expanded our involvement in the campaign against
the proposed East-West Link. Our activities in this
campaign have included
- in kind support to FOB,
- Meeting with other groups and politicians to
advance our campaign,
- Attending Council meetings to question the
efficacy of the North East and East West Links, and
calling for Council to oppose such links.
- Community Meeting - Traffic Issues &
Congestion on Rosanna Rd & beyond in Banyule
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President’s Report AGM 2014 cont.
- Representatives assisted and attended the public
meeting on the East West Toll Road, Doncaster Rail
& what it means for Banyule, organized by FOB
- Attended the Trains Not Tolls Rally and March
on 28 June 2014. The key demands of this rally
were: That the plan for the East West toll road be
scrapped; That if Napthine signs the contracts before
the election, then Labor should rip them up; That
there be substantial and genuine investment in Public
Transport
- WCS is now an official supporter, along with a
coalition of other local and State groups, of Public
Transport Not Traffic.
- WCS representative attended a local transport
forum to hear our political candidates position on
local and metropolitan transport issues that are
subject of the forthcoming State election.
The Society has attended Council meetings from
time to time, with reports being provided at General
meetings. One such meeting included: The Society
supported the recommendation that Council take
note and publicise the State of the Environment
Report. We also advised Councilors that the work of
Council officers in maintaining and enhancing the
environmental programs of Banyule Council should
be applauded by Council. We especially applauded
the work of the Environmental Sustainability team
and the Banyule Bushland Crew for their tireless
work in supporting community groups such as ours.
The Society maintains relationships with
organisations and groups such as:
Friends of Wilson’s Reserve
Friends of Banyule
Darebin Parklands Association
Coalition Against Duck Shooting
Friends of Darebin Creek
Environment Victoria
VNPA
Australian Conservation Foundation

WCS members participated in the Clean Up
Australia Day campaign at Warringal Parklands
- WCS members continue to lead groups in
activities such as Breakfast with the Birds around
Banyule Flats Reserve,
- WCS actively encourages research in Wildlife &
Conservation Biology. We continue to sponsor the
annual (Wildlife & Conservation Biology).prize in
LaTrobe University’s School of Life Sciences. On
behalf of members, I again congratulate Ms. Stacey
Elizabeth Harwood for her achievement.
- The Warringal Conservation Society was
instrumental in the development of the basis for the
VPO5 overly. This overlay protects what are termed
substantial trees, ie trees that are over 12 metres high
and 40cm in diameter. The Society wholeheartedly
supported the recommendation that Council adopt
this amendment as a permanent planning control for
substantial trees into the Banyule Planning Scheme.
- Members were kept informed of the activities of
the Coalition Against Duck Shooting, and the
draconian measures adopted by the State
Government to prevent duck rescuers from
protecting our native waterbirds.
- Warringal Conservation Society joined with
other local groups and individuals advocating for
Council to secure a Scout Hall and property on the
creek side of Liberty Parade in West Heidelberg up
for auction. This was an excellent opportunity for
Council to acquire an asset that would not only serve
the surrounding community by providing a facility
(Scout Hall), but also enhancing the community
environment by extending and enhancing the
surrounding parklands. Although Council did make
an offer on this site, Scouts Australia rejected the
offer, and it was sold to a private bidder.
- The Society supported, and some members
attended the “Our Community Counts Rally on 6
July 2014. The aim of the rally on Sunday was to
demonstrate the depth of community opposition to
- As such, the Society supports and endorses the
the onslaught on our environment and future, and to
activities of the groups, and we have members that
say “No!” to a Federal budget and policies that will
have participated in the activities of these groups.
hurt Australians today and in the future.
The Society is informed of campaigns and activities
- Correspondence was sent to the PM expressing
of these groups, and where there is a call for support, our deep concern and opposition to the Federal
members are informed and encouraged to support
Government’s proposal to have the UNESCO delist
these activities.
approximately 74,000 hectares of the Tasmanian
- Thanks to the efforts of Anthea Fleming, the
Wilderness World Heritage Area. It is pleasing to
Society continues to set up displays at the local
note that a response was received directly from the
library promoting the activities of the Society, and
PM’s office that acknowledged our concerns and
protection of the natural environment. .
confirmed that the UNESCO World Heritage
- WCS has applied for a number of environmental Committee did not approve the Government’s
grants in the past year to enhance our activities
proposed boundary modifications.
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- Correspondence was sent to the Federal
Government opposing the proposed dumping of
dredge material in the Great Barrier Reef. The
Society received a very disappointing letter from the
Federal Department of the Environment advising
that they had considered how they could avoid,
mitigate or offset the impacts of the dredge spoil
impacts on the Great Barrier Reef, and were going
ahead anyway. Interestingly enough, it was later
reported that the plans to dump 3 million cubic
metres of material dredged from the ocean floor into
the Great Barrier Reef area would be abandoned by
the consortium.
- In the past year, WCS enhanced its information
on its Facebook site resulting in increased activity
and engagement with the community.
- In support of Friends of Darebin Creek, the
Society sought clarification and information
regarding a proposal to remove the Restrictive
Covenant on the Darebin Creek Forest Reserve. As
a consequence of these investigations, WCS wrote to
Council seeking assurances that Darebin Creek
Forest Reserve is protected.
- WCS informed members of the current issues
surrounding the lease conditions regarding
Chelsworth Park.
- The Society proudly added its name to an
Agreed Statement calling for the Victorian Labor
Party to change to a policy opposing the recreational
shooting of native waterbirds.
-The Society has sent all three political candidates
correspondence seeking their position on a ban on
recreational duck shooting in Victoria.
As illustrated above, the Society has been
involved in a wide range of activities on a local level
and in the wider community. Such involvement
could not have been possible without the hard work
and participation of many members and we honor
their efforts and dedication. On behalf of members
and friends, I am deeply grateful to the following:

have been possible without them. As individuals
and as a team, I am truly thankful for their
professionalism, passion and dedication to the work
of the Society. I am also delighted to report that
each member of the Committee has renewed their
commitment for another year. I ask all members to
extend their thanks to each member of the
Committee for their tireless work.
I also wish to extend the thanks of the Society to
Lene Jakobsen for her wonderful speaker gifts.
They are beautiful and unique to the Society.
Habitat Restoration & Enhancement Activities
undertaken by the Society
At the plantings during the year, Society members
undertook restoration and enhancement works at the
following locations:
- Combined planting with Friends of Wilson
Reserve – October 2013.
- Clean Up Australia Day - WCS working bee
- Vic Marks memorial tree replanting and
dedication
- WCS 40th Anniversary tree site near the Yarra
behind Old Shire Office
- National Tree Day – a Banyule Native Garden
- Western Habitat Link – Banyule Flats
- Tawny Pond
Our Planting Coordinator, Heather Smith, has
done a fantastic job in organising and coordinating
our planting activities over the past year. The thanks
of the Society are extended to all members and
friends in the Planting Crew for their fine work over
the year.

Newsletter, Facebook & WCS Website
From time to time, the Society receives glowing
reports from members and friends regarding the high
standard of the newsletter. It is the primary form of
communication for members and friends that are
unable to attend our meetings, and provides a wealth
WCS Committee of Management
of information on our activities, and other
Sincere thanks are extended to the members of the environmental issues that are of interest to our
WCS Committee of Management for the hours of
members.
work they have contributed to the Society. They
To our Editors, James Deane & Gianna Romano,
include:
and to all those that have contributed to the content
Anthea Fleming our Vice President,
and production of the newsletter, I thank them on
Daphne Hards, our Treasurer
behalf of all members and friends for all the hard
Dianne Wiiliamson, Celia Smith, and James
work in producing and maintaining our Newsletter.
Deane
Members would be aware of the Society’s
The sheer number and range of activities that
website. You will note that although it is a very
Society has undertaken in the past year would not
simple website to navigate, it belies the work
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President’s AGM Report 2014 cont.
required to maintain it. We extend our thanks to
Peter Deane for the fine work in maintaining our
website. Visitors are able to access our newsletters
and wildlife images electronically, and also be
referred to the Society’s Facebook page, and other
Friends Groups. The site is always a work in
progress, so visit it from time to time.
The Society now has a presence on Facebook.
From slow beginnings, the site is slowly but surely
attracting more and more people, as we post our
planting events, and activities of other groups and
organisations that we support. Thanks, once again to
Heather Smith, for helping to administer our
Facebook page. If there are members that have yet
to access to our facebook page – have a look and
make comments.

• Duck shooting – Celia Smith
• North-Eastlink / sustainable transport – Marion
Ware
• Banyule Flats Reserve Project – Anthea
Fleming & Daphne Hards
• Green Wedges – James Deane
• Climate Justice – Don Stokes
• Animal Welfare/Rights – Karina Leung
On behalf of the Society, I wish to thanks all the
Campaign Leaders for the work they have
undertaken, and thank them for keeping the Society
and members informed of the various issues.
WCS Adviser Group
As members are aware, the Society created an
Advisory Group from senior members that could
assist the Society from time to time on particular
issues where they had some expertise. The Society
thanks the members of the Advisory Group for their
willingness to assist us, and for their commitment to
serve.

Guest Speakers
The Society has always been privileged to host a
vast array of Guest speakers during the past year,
and tonight is no exception! Members and friends
have been informed and educated on a wide variety
of topics from experts in their filed, some of them
were members of our society. We extend our
sincere thanks to those guest speakers for their
wonderful and thought provoking talks, and to all
members and friends that attended our general
meetings.
Banyule Bushland Crew
On behalf of the Society, I extend our heartfelt
thanks and support for the work of Kylie D’Amico,
Chris Callaghan, Megan Lowe and other members of
the Banyule Bushland Crew for their strong support
of the Society in its work, most times above and
beyond the “call of duty”.
We cannot thank them enough for helping the
Society in maintaining its commitment to
rehabilitating and enhancing our natural areas. We
look forward to working with them in the coming
year, and appreciate their continued support and
assistance. Members and friends are encouraged
that whenever they have the opportunity, they should
sing the praises of the Bushland Crew to their ward
Councilor.

Friends of the Society
On behalf of the Society, I would like to extend
our thanks to the following people and organisations
for assisting the Society in its activities:
- Banyule City Council officers, including John
Milkins, & Fleur Anderson, for their assistance in
providing information and support in environmental
activities conducted by the Society.
- Jenny Macklin and her office staff in assisting
the Society in publishing our newsletter.
- To Cr. Tom Melican & Cr. Craig Langdon for
their assistance and ongoing support of the Society.
- To Friends of Banyule, Riverlands Conservation
Society, Friends of Wilson’s Reserve, Darebin
Parklands Association,
- Coalition Against Duck Shooting,
- VNPA
- Environment Victoria
- and all the other groups that we have had the
pleasure of working with over the past year.
Honoring Dorothy Davies
One of the most pleasing duties as President is
honoring the activities and achievements of a
member of our society. The usual course is to award
honorary life membership to such an individual, but
when that individual is already a life member what
do you do? You honor them just the same.
This year we were privileged to honor Dorothy
Davies.

Campaign Leaders
Our campaign leaders are members, who are
passionate about particular issues, or who are also
members of other environmental organisations, that
are able to assist the Society in supporting or
participating in various activities. The issues and
Campaign Leaders are:
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Dorothy has demonstrated a life of service to her
Mary and Jane contributed to the work of the
community. She is one of our finest ambassadors,
Society, and have left a legacy that all can be proud.
and has honored the Society by her commitment and
passion.
Members Support
Last but certainly not least, I extend a big thank
In Memorium
you to members for their continued support of the
In remembering the activities of the Society in the work of the Society, and to all that have assisted and
past year, it is also fitting that we honor the memory participated in the activities of the Society including:
of past members. Mary Hook & Jane Westman
• attending our monthly general meetings,
Mary Hook was a kind and lovely soul who used
• participating in WCS and community plantings,
to regularly attend our meetings, and along with her
and
husband John, participated at our working bees. She
• Supporting the Society in public activities.
was once our “supper secretary” when we used to
• Assisting and supporting the campaigns
meet at Scots Uniting Church in Burgundy St. in the
undertaken by the Society in the past year
past.
through campaign letters, subscription and
Jane Westman was a former President of the
generous donations.
Society. At the AGM in October 1982 Jane
nominated for the position and was elected
Conclusion
unopposed.
As members we have honored the aims of the
She had a particular interest in the trees of
Society as first unveiled by our Founding President
Heidelberg, and coordinated the WCS List of
in September 1970, and as such, we have become
Significant Trees in the City, which was completed advocates for our native flora and fauna.
in September 1982, the International Year of the
Together, we have done a multitude of activities to
Tree – a list that was commenced before the
support a sustainable future. In today's world, there
National Trust began work that year on its own List are many ways we can continue to contribute to a
of the Significant Trees of Victoria. The Heidelberg sustainable future for all species, We can continue to
Council adopted the principle of the Significant Tree support the work of the Society and other groups,
List and Banyule Council has continued with it.
participate in plantings, write letters to our
Experts from the Burnley College of Horticulture
Councilors, politicians, and organisations, engage in
advised on criteria and parameters.
social media on issues that concern us, going to a
Jane was very concerned that WCS should be seen rally, talking to your friends and family.
as a respectable pressure group, not a 'ratbaggy hereMembers and friends create the soul of the
today-and-gone-tomorrow' body. She preferred the Society, and its spirit still shines in all of us.
'constant drip' technique of influencing the City
The work of the Society continues. But it is not
Council and State and Commonwealth
work that is a drudgery - it is a labour of love.
Governments, rather than confrontation. As
And so, we can all be encouraged and joyful
President she, with other members, took to attending knowing that we follow our founding president's
as many Heidelberg Council Meetings as possible.
exhortation - to work!!
Jane retired from the position of President in
October 1987, but remained an active member for
John D’Aloia, WCS President
some years. Later, troubled by osteo-arthritis and
increasing deafness, she moved to Geelong to be
close to family members, and died there.

Treasurer’s Report 2014
We achieved a great result at the end of the last
financial year with a surplus of $2300, following the
deficit of 2012-13. This was achieved with a
combination of receiving more and spending less.
The subscriptions received were up threefold, which
is very gratifying however we could still do better. If
you appreciate what the Society does and your

subscription has lapsed, please show your support in
this small way. Donations doubled, and very many
thanks to those members. We are also immensely
grateful to Melbourne Water for their grant of
$1100, and to East Ivanhoe Foodworks for money
received from their philanthropic purchase point
scheme.
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On the payment front, we managed to reduce
newsletter postage costs as more members are
receiving the newsletter via email, thank you.
Meeting expenses decreased, but only because we
bought a magnificent A-frame to promote our
activities at monthly working bees during the
previous year. Latrobe University had not deposited
our monies for the Warringal Conservation Society
Prize, awarded annually to an outstanding first year
student in Environmental Science. So while
enhancing our surplus for last year, we will incur 2 x
$250 this financial year! Subscriptions and donations

to like-minded groups were roughly equal to
previous years. Sundries were enthusiastically
inflated by a gift to a Life Member in honour of her
years of support to us and many other worthy causes.
May this financial year be as solid as last.
The Committee is immensely grateful to Stan
Oliubek who continues to audit our accounts each
year free of charge. Thank you, Stan. And I should
like to thank Heather Smith for helping me keep the
membership list in good order.
Daphne Hards (WCS Treasurer )

Duck Season 2015
Despite drought conditions across eastern
Australia resulting in perilously low numbers of
waterbirds this year, the new Labor government has
announced another 12-week Victorian recreational
duck shooting season. It commences on March 21.
During the past two seasons, duck rescuers
recovered hundreds of illegally shot protected
species including threatened Freckled Ducks; and
more will inevitably die again this year from
unregulated shooters.
Unacceptably high wounding rates will result in
suffering birds dying slowly from infection,
starvation or from predation.
These birds need help. You can help them with
letters and phone calls to the media expressing
disgust at the continued destruction of Australia’s
beautiful waterbirds, and at the violation of
Australian laws that were designed to protect them.
You can also help these birds by joining the duck

rescue team at www.duck.org.au Volunteers are
required both on and off the wetlands during the
season: info@duck.org.au
Celia Smith

Illegally shot Freckled Duck that were displayed
outside Victorian Government Offices last year.

November 2014 Speaker—Chris Purnell—Orange Bellied Parrot
Chris Purnell works with Birdlife Australia studying
and managing wetland and wading birds. He gave us
an update on the current status of the iconic Orange
Bellied Parrot (OBP).
The OBP is a small colourful parrot and one of 6
species in the genus Neophema that also includes the
Scarlet-Chested, Turquoise, Elegant, Blue-Winged
and Rock parrots. The OBP is critically endangered
with less than 20 breeding pairs in the wild.
The OBP has a grass-green back, a yellow
underside, blue edged wings and, as its name
suggests, an orange belly. It is one of two migratory
species of parrot, the other being the swift parrot.
The OBP breeds in tree hollows over spring/summer
in the remote Melaleuca region of western
Tasmania where it subsists on eucalypt forest and
button grass plains. It crosses Bass Strait to spend

the winter in southern coastal
areas of the mainland where it
forages on coastal salt
marshes.
OBP were common but
their decline was noticed over
40 years ago. The decline of
the OBP may be due to
several factors: loss and
degradation of saltmarsh
habitat, competition for food
and nesting hollows,
predation, bad weather during
migration, disease. A recovery team was established
in 1983 and continues to monitor and assist the OBP
by providing nesting boxes and supplementary
feeding. Predator control and vegetation
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management on the mainland aim to improve the
OBP’s chances.
Captive breeding was initiated in 1980. Inbreeding
depression led to low breeding success. 21 birds
were captured from the wild in 2011 to increase
genetic diversity within the captive breeding
program. There are now over 300 captive OBP at a
number of sites. Releases of captive-red OBP have

been successful with birds released in Melaleuca
migrating and breeding. The survival of the OBP in
the wild is still precarious and with such low
numbers one bad year, storm, or other such bad luck
could wipe them out.
For more information see:
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/orange-bellied-parrotrecovery

Nature Notes—November 2014
At the November Meeting, Heather Smith reported Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes nesting near the Tawnies'
Pond at Banyule Flats. Near the Riding for the Disabled Centre, she saw two Wedgetailed Eagles
overhead, under attack from a pair of magpies.
Daphne Hards had Brown Thornbills back in her garden.
John Merory reported on a visit to lord Howe Island and showed pictures of Sooty Terns.
Anthony Fernando told us of Spotted Pardalotes nesting in his compost heap.
Jane Crone's Grey Butcherbirds have two young ones.
Anthea Fleming noted that only 3 Cattle Egrets remained with the horse in the Boulevard – soon to follow
the others back to breeding haunts, probably the Shortland Wetlands at Newcastle. She showed
photographs of a Bluetongue Lizard sunning in her back garden, a grey Butcherbird at its nest near the
Tawnies' Pond, and the Banyule Flats Swan family flotilla – the cygnets are now well-grown but still grey
and rather scruffy.

Nature Notes—December 2014
Heather Smith - A screaming call, possibly a Barking owl, a fox
Dianne Williamson - possible Powerful Owl call at Banyule Flats
Irene Kernsey - On King Island - wild turkey, pheasant, peacock
Daphne Hards - frogs at Beverly rd wetland, common froglet, spotted marsh, brown tree frog
Anthony Fernando - spotted marsh frogs, pobblebonk at rosanna parklands
Anthea Fleming - blue tongues sunning, one pregnant, living. in wood heap. Feckled duck on dead branch
with ibis and tortoise at Banyule swamp. At Werribee , Straw-necked Ibis, Caspian Tern, Shelducks. Also a
bearded dragon on the boulevard.
Robert Bender - Wilson reserve - brown tree frog, striped marsh frog, smooth froglet, weasel skink,
delicate skink, tiger snake. A brown snake reported near footbridge by John Merory. Long billed corella,
nesting kookaburra, yellow robins nesting, hatched recently, money spiders, jumping spider, steatoda
spider (red back relative), enamelled spider. Australian painted lady butterfly, native bees on Dianella, blue
banded bee, sweat bee, solitary, spider wasp, spectacular rust gill mushroom, rooting shank mushroom.

Reptile Roundup
We no longer have a cat and dogs seldom visit our garden. Lizards proliferate. Small Garden Skinks are
quite common, skittering among plants and wood stacks. Once or twice we have found their small
leathery eggs under a large rock – which we hastily replaced. We definitely have at least two Common
Bluetongue Lizards resident – one chose to bask outside our back door on 22nd November – it was very
broad in the beam so must have been a pregnant female. (They give birth to live young). Perhaps she was
absorbing solar energy prior to giving birth. We have occasionally found young ones, but we can only
hope for the best for them. An untidy garden with long grass patches, stacked wood and odd paving slabs
stowed here and there is much more attractive habitat for them than a tidy, well-mown and weeded garden
– and of course no spraying to kill insects and other invertebrates. Another lizard we see is the elegant
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Southern Water Skink, bronze-brown with a darker
side stripe speckled with white. Slender and fastmoving, it also hides under stones, and in the New
Year I noticed one basking just clear of a large paver
– another pregnant female. As soon as I approached
she whipped back into cover. Today I saw a very
small one nerby among the tomatoes – perhaps
oneof the babies.
These are native to Banyule, but on 4th December
I saw an unusual lizard basking on the bitumen
surface of the Boulevard. It was of course in mortal
peril from passing cars. I stopped my car and picked
it up – a Bearded Dragon, almost half a metre long not at all likely as a wild animal south of the Divide.
It hid under the car seat while I did some hasty
shopping and then at home it was transferred to a
bucket, and photographed. Then we found it a large

plastic box from which it could not escape. Later I
showed its photo at the WCS Meeting and was told
by Anthony Fernando and others that it was
definitely the Central Australian form, commonly
sold in pet-shops – doubtless an escapee.. It was
certainly a beautiful animal and looked lively and
healthy, with a very alert eye. You need a licence to
keep one, and it must be provided with a suitable
tank and lighting to keep it warm and healthy. Next
morning I hunted for a wildlife carer who could take
it on. Eventually, at the Latrobe Wildlife Reserve's
suggestion, I rang our vet – who was happy to find
someone better qualified than I am. So I hope that
this was a happy ending for it.
ANTHEA FLEMING
3
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1. Pregnant Common Blue Tongue
2. SouthernWater Skink
3. Water Dragon

Would you like to receive your newsletter by email rather
than a paper copy in the regular mail
Save paper and see the photos in colour. Contact us at
warringal3084@gmail.com
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